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the condition in which it was before. The trouble 
is that the bill as it came from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by indiréttion, fixes it at Newport, 
while it ought to be left open to be fixed by the 
Secretary of the Navy and President wherever 
they see fit. ° 

Mr. KING. After what he said, I supposed 
the Senator from Lowa would really meet the ques- 
tion more directly and boldly. He has avowed 
his own individual opinion; and this amendment 
provides the money for the return of the academy 
to Annapolis, which the House bill did not do. 
That is an amendment to which the Senator from 
lowa made no allusion whatever; and it is the fact 
that an appropriation of the money for that pur- 
pose, leaving it to the authorities, is a provision 
for its return, and it makes, in my judgment, that 
implication. The words which I propose to add, 
of course, remove any such implication, and leave 
the matter entirely in the discretion of the author- 
ities, without any expression by implication on 
the part of Congress. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Having voted alone 
just now upon a proposition that I offered, I de- 
sire that with that vote the reasons for it shall go 
to the country, and I shall give them very briefly 
indeed. I fear, Mr. President, that this rebellion 
is to be crushed out, leaving slavery nearly as 
powerful as before the rebellion commenced, and 
that this war will have to be fought over again by 
our children. Slavery being left as powerful as 
I think it will be, the war will have to be fought 
over again by our children; and I am unwilling, 
if the war is to be fought over again, that the 
means of robbing the Government shall be given 
to this power. Here is the threshold, and I 
wanted to record my vote against the Naval Acad- 
emy being placed in a slave State without some 
guarantee of the extinguishment of slavery. My 
colleague answers that Maryland is a loyal State. 
That is true in one sense, although I suppose that 
Senator would be willing to admit that Maryland 
gave strong evidences of her disloyalty at the out- 
set of this war. Soon South Carolina will be a 
loyal State in the same sense, and Georgia and 
Alabama also; soon propositions will be before 
this body to establish armories there, to be robbed 
again. Desiring to act consistently, I have cast 
a vote against this policy, so that, while the war 
may be renewed, the Government shall not furnish 
the means of waging war against itself. 

Mr ANTHONY. Iask for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment of the Senator from New York 
to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. [understand thatthisamend- 
ment merely disclaims all intention on the part of 
the bill to locate the academy at one place or an- 
other, leaving itin the discretion of the President, 
leaving the bill what Senators on the Naval Com- 
mittee say it clearly is by implication. 

Mr. BROWNING. I wish to know from the 
Senator from lowa—I am not informed myself, 
and I have no doubt he can give me the informa- 
tion—whether the amendment proposed by the 
committee, the appropriation as proposed by the 
committee, is not, without the amendment sub- 
mitted by the Senator from New York, in the 
usual form of these appropriations; whether it has 
been usual in making these appropriations, to add 
to them a condition that they should not be con- 
strued in this or that way. 

Mr. GRIMES. I never heard of such a case 
before, 

Mr. ANTHONY. I can quote a hundred of 
them. Our appropriation bills are full of such 
provisoes. We all know they are. I refer to the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr.GRIMES, Ido not know whether it is 
my obtuseness or the perversity of others who do 
not comprehend this whole subject. If gentlemen 
who have this appropriation bill before them will 
Just refer to the eleventh page, second paragraph, 
they will see what was the original proposition. 

Forrent of quarters for the Naval Academy at Newport, 
Wages,furniture, and contingent expenses therefor, $48,047. 


We supposed that because the word ‘* New- 
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port’’ was inserted, it was intended to recognize 
the existence of the Naval Academy at Newport, 
and therefore we proposed to strike out the word 
‘* Newport.’’ Then we referred to the detailed 
estimates, and found the amount of contingent ex- 
penses, and the amount of wages, &c., paid for 
servants and all the contingencies, to be $22,797. 
That is what we propose to appropriate, saying 
nothing about Annapolis, saying nothing about 
Newport, saying nothing about Perth Amboy, or 
any other place, leaving the thing entirely open 
and at the discretion of the Secretary of the Navy. 
Then we propose to add another appropriation, 
which is separate and distinct from this, appro- 
priating $25,000 for the repair of the buildings of 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis, which, as has 
been said by the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, the President or Secretary of the Navy 
may direct to be expended or not, precisely*as he 
sees fit. Thus we leave the whole matter in the 
hands of the Secretary of the Navy; but if we 
adopt the House bill as it is, it will be inferred 
that the academy is located at Newport. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Itseems to me that there are 
two constructions possible to be put upon the lan- 
guage of this amendment. There is one construc- 
tion which the Senator from lowasays the Naval 


Committee put upon it; but some of us think it | 


will bear a different construction, enough of us, 


certainly, to establish the fact that there is a fair | 


ground for difference of opinion. Now, we ask 
that it may be made clearly to express what the 
Senator from Iowa says it already does express. 
What harm is there in that? That is the effect 
of the amendment of the Senator from New York. 


to the doctrine that has been avowed on this floor, 
that an officer of this Government, when an ap- 
propriation is made for a specific purpose, has a 
discretion to expend that money or not, just as 
he pleases. I hold that when Congress makes an 
appropriation for a specific object, itis the duty 
of the officer charged with the execution of the 
particular service to see that it is performed. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment of Mr. Kine, resulted—yeas 15, 
nays 23; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Dixon, Foot, Fos- 
ter, Howard, Howe, King, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Pom- 
eroy, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, and Trumbull—i5. 
NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Clark, Collamer, Da- 
vis, Doolittle, Fessenden, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Hender- 
son, Kennedy, Lane of Indiana, Latham, Me Dougall, Nes- 


sachusetts, Wilson of Missouri, and Wright—23. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the amendment of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. KING. I ask for the one and nays on 
that. I desire to vote against what I regard, under 
the declarations of the committee and the votes 
which have been taken, as rather directing the re- 
turn of this academy to Annapolis. | am opposed 
to that direction being given. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 9; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Harlan, Henderson, Howe, Kennedy, Lane of Indiana, 
Latham, McDougall, Morrill, Nesinith, Pomeroy, Powell, 
Saulsbury, Stark, Willey, Wilson of Massachusetts, Wil- 
son of Missouri, and Wright—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Howard, King, 


Lane of Kansas, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, and Truin- 
bull—9. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I have several amendments to pro- 
pose to the third section, in relation to the salaries 
of the clerks at the navy-yard and navy agency at 
Mare Island, California. These amendments are 
proposed on consultation with the chief of the but 
reau and the Senator from California. «I am no- 
particularly acquainted with the nature of the du- 
ties; but these salaries are not as high nor the num- 
ber of clerks as many as the chief of the bureau 
thinks they ought to-be. I present the amend- 
ments which have been agreed upon by the com- 


mith, Powell, Saulsbury, Stark, Willey, Wilson of Mas- | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I want to enter my dissent | 
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mittee, with the concurrence of the Senator from 
California. I move in the fourth line of the third 
section to strike out * fifteen hundred,’’ and insert 
**two thousand;’’ in the fifth line to strike out 
* twelve,’’ and insert “‘fifteen;”’ in the sixth line 
to strike out ‘* twelve,”’’ and insert “ fifteen;”” ir 
same line to strike out: ** nine,’’ and insert ** fif- 
teen;’’ in the eighth line, to strike out “ nine,’’ 
and insert * fifteen;’’ and in the twelfth line to 
strike out ** seven hundred and fifty,’’ and insert 
** one thousand;’’ so as to make the section read: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the 
clerks of the navy-yard and navy agency at Mare Island, 
shall be as follows, namely: one clerk to navy agent, $2,000 
per annum ; one clerk to navy agent, $1,500; one clerk to 
the commandant 81.500 ; one clerk of the yard, $1,500; one 
clerk to the paymaster and inspector of provisions, &e.,, 
$1,500 ; one clerk to the naval constructor, $900 ; one clerk 
to the civil engineer $900; one draughtsman to civil en- 
gineer, $1,290; one steward to paymaster, $1,000. 


The amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I move to strike out the proviso 
to the appropriation for the navy-yard at Mare 
Island, between lines one hundred and sixty-eight 
and one hundred and seventy-five of the first sec- 
tion, in these words: 

Provided, That no expenditure for completing officers’ 
houses shal! be incurred until complete plans and epecifi- 
eations, with estimates of cost in detail, shall be furnished 
to and approved by the Secretary of the Navy, and the work 
shall be done by contract after due and publie advertise- 
ment for proposals; but no portion of this appropriation 


shall be expended unless the work can be completed for 
the sum hereby appropriated. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I should like to inquire 
why that is to be stricken out. It seems to me to 
be a very proper proviso. 

Mr. HALE. There are existing laws enough 
to regulate the whole matter without putting in 
this proviso. As was explained to the committee 
by the chief of the bureau, the existing laws and 
the regulations of the Navy Department are per- 
fectly competent to regulate this matter, and such 
a proviso as this would be embarrassing to the 
officers. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Lhope I shall not be out of 
order if I point the Senator from Illinois, who 
wanted to know if there ever was a proviso in an 
appropriation bill, and who was answered by the 
Senator from lowa that it was unprecedented, to 
this one in this very bill. 

Mr.GRIMES. But we pr@pose to strike it out. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. The last amendment which Iam 
instructed by the committee to offer is to strike 
out lines one hundred and thirty-one, one hun- 
dred and thirty-two, one hundred and thirty-three, 
one hundred and thirty-four, and one hundred and 
thirty-five, in these words: 

For the purehase of land and wharf adjoining the navy- 
yard at Charlestown, Massachusetts, owned by Oakman 
and Eldridge, and extending from Charles river to Water 
street, and containing about one hundred and twenty thoa- 
sand square feet, $123,000, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I ask the 
chairman of the Naval Committee why he pro- 
poses to strike out that part of the bill? 

Mr. HALE. Iwill state the reason. Here is 
an appropriation of $123,000 for the purchase of 
about one hundred feet front of land on the right 
hand side or the west side of the Charlestown 
navy-yard, running back considerably; I do not 
remember exactly how far it runs back, 

Mr. TRUMBULL, It must run back a thou- 
sand feet, | suppose. 

Mr. HALE. Itis about one hundred feet front. 
and it is on the west side of the dry-dock in the 
Charlestown navy-yard. The committee had not 
facts enough before them to satisfy them that the 
wants of the service required it; and they believed 
that a great portion of the conveniences required 
by the yard might be obtained by dredging on the 
east side of the dock—land and shore which the 
Goverdmentalready own; and therefore they were 
not p@payed, in this state of the Treasury, at this 
time, to appropriate so large a sum for buying so 
small a strip of land, when they think the navy- 
yard can be as well accommodated by using land 
which we now own on the other side of the dock. 
That was the ground of the committee. 
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Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I will sim- i Mr. FESSENDEN. There can surely be no 








ply sny that I have been informed by persons con- | 


nected with the navy-yard, in the service of the 
Government of the United States, that this land 
is necessary to (he Government. 1 have been upon 
the land, and know something of it. I believe that 
it ought to be a part of the navy-yard; but I do 
not know that this is exactly the hour to enter 


upon this expenditure, and it may be that the | 
I think it should have been | 


committee is right. 
vurchased years ago by the Government of the 
Jnited States. 

Mr. GRIMES. I am not alto&ecther clear that 
we ought not to buy this land. The difficulty 


ee out of the fact that the supreme court of | 


Massachusetts, as I understand, have made a de- 
cision that a person owning land can build a 
wharf out at right angles from the land; and the 
persons owning the land adjacent to and abutting 
upon the west side of the navy-yard have availed 
themselves of that privilege. The river makes a 
bend at that place; and since we have built our 
dry<deshapend cine we have built our ship-ways 
where the Vermont was launched, and other ves- 
sels have been launched, the adjoining owners 
have built out their dock so as to interfere with the 
use of a portion of our property. Iam told by 
the chief of the Bureau of Docks and Yards that 


it would be impossible at this time to launch the || 


Vermont, for instance, if she was still upon the 


ways, for the reason that the person who owns | 


the abutting property has built his wharf out so 
as to cut off the means of access to this place; and 
it is upon that ground, | understand, that this ap- 
plication was made, and that the House of Rep- 
resentatives put in this appropriation. I have 
nothing to say about it further than this. 

Mr. SUMNER. I know something of this 
land; I have been upon it. It is a very valuable 
property, which the United States has for many 
years desired to possess, but it was not able to 
purchase it at any price that it was willing to pays 
it can now have it; itis within its reach. It is 
considered very important and very valuable. I 
should say, seeing it as I have in passing, and 
having been'upon it, knowing its neighborhood to 
the aie that it was to the navy-yard very 
important. I can hardly imagine an acquisition 
that would be of more practical importance to that 
yard, and | have had a good many letters on the 
subject from persons in the neighborhood urging 
that the arrangement should be carried through, 
that it was important to all concerned, and that as 
the land was now within reach, we should not let 
itslip. I hope that the proposition of the House 
of Representatives will be sustained. 

The amendment*was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to offer the following 
amendment as an additional section: 

And ie it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
be and he is hereby authorized and empowered to divert 
$1,000,000 appropriated for building vessels of war by the 
act approved April 19, 1862, entitled “ An act making ad- 
ditional appropriations for the naval serviee for the year 
ending 30th of June, 1862,’’ and to use the same in filling, 

viling, and embanking, and preparing League island, in the 

Jelaware river, fora navy-yard and for other naval pur- 
poses, and to erect thereon such wharves, docks, buildings, 
and machinery as may be deemed necessary for the public 
service: Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy shall 
first be satisfied that said island is well adapted for naval 
purposes as aforesaid: Ind provided further, That a fee 
simple tile to said League island and the marsh adjacent 
to or above the same and west of the north channel of the 
Schuylkill river to low water mark, shall be first secured 
to and vested in the United States free of all charge to the 
United States. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That proposes to build 
anew navy-yard. I think itis hardly the time to 
undertake anything of that sort. Certainly there 
ought to be some very excellent reasons for it. 
We have got a great many navy-yards now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We have lost some. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We have retaken some 
of them; we have retaken the yard at Norfolk, 
and that at Pensacola. 

Mr. FOSTER. And the one at Brunswick. 

Mr. ANTHONY. And at Memphis. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We have one at Ports- 
mouth, one at Boston, one at Philadelphia, one 
at New York, and one at Washington, I? seems 
to be hardly the time now, in the present state of 
our finances to begin a new navy-yard. 

Mr.GRIMES. [think [ can furnish very sub- 
stantial reasons for it, if the Senator will listen 
to me. 














ressing necessity for it. 

Mr. GRIMES. The present war has demon- 
strated one fact, I think very conclusively to all 
those who have paid any attention to naval mat- 
ters; and that is, that all our navy-yards are of 

altogether too small capacity. There is only one, 
and that at New York, which has not been claim- 
ing, or attempting to have a large amount of land 
secured for it. For seven years in succession 


|| the Navy Department has recommended to Con- 


| gress to appropriate between eighty and one hun- 
| dred thousand dollars to make an addition to the 
| Philadelphia navy-yard, as it has for the Charles- 
town navy-yard; but for seven years this recom- 
mendation has been unsuccessful. The whole 
amount of Jand which it was proposed to add for 
| that sum was about a hundred feet front, which 
| would bring them to a street, and there the game 


|| would be entirely blocked, and it would be im- 


| possible to extend the yard beyond that unless 
the city authorities of Philadelphia could be in- 
duced to vacate that streetand give usa title to it. 

The area of the yard in the city of Philadelphia 
is only, I think, some seventeen acres; there is 
not frontage enough; and that gentlemen proba- 
bly all know, is the great point in a navy-yard, 
to have pee of frontage where ships can come 
up and lay alongside the wharf, where their ar- 
maments can be taken out and put in, and their 
supplies easily taken out and put in, where they 
can take out their masts and rigging. There is 
not room enough at the Philadelphia yard to lay 
one ship abreast of the wharf, and we have been 
paying for a succession of years a large amount 
for rent. 

Now, Mr. President, just about one mile below 
the navy-yard at Philadelphia is an island called 
League island, which embraces between three and 
four hundred acres; and this amendment is to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Navy to diverta por- 
tion of the money that was appropriated by a 
former act of this Congress, for the purpose of 
a up and preparing this ground for a navy 

ard. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Do the committee recom- 
mend it? 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir, unanimously; and 
upon the recommendation of the Department. The 
amendment proposes that this shall be done upon 
the condition, first, that the Secretary of the Navy 
shall satisfy himself thoroughly as to the proper 


foundations, and whether the ground is perfectly 





adapted for the purpose; and second, that a fee 
simple title to the land shall be first secured to the 
United States, free and clear of all expense to the 


Federal Government down to low-water mark. | 


Therefore, we expend nothing for the three hun- 
dred and fifty or four hundred acres of land we 
obtain. The title, in the first place, is to be secured 
to the Government free of charge, and then the 
money is not to be diverted from the original de- 
sign of Congress, in appropriating it for the con- 
struction of iron ships, until the Department has 
satisfied itself that that is the proper place for the 
erection of these buildings. 

The next question is, why should this establish- 
ment be erected at this place? In the first place 
itis on the Delaware river, far up on the river, 
and is more susceptible of perfect defense against 
a foe who approaches our coast, than any other 
place on our coast. Inthe next place it is below 
the narrows in the river, which are just below the 
city of Philadelphia, and is not subject to be in- 
jured by the gorge of ice, to which trouble our 

resent location of the navy-yard is subjected. 
n the third place it isin the city of Philadelphia; 
the island is made by the disemboguement of the 
Schuylkill into the Delaware river, where the 
ever pers of the coal comes down from the 
chuylkill valley, and where coal and iron are 
more accessible than at any other point in the 
United States. 

Now, sir, if our Navy is gradually to be turned 
into an iron Navy, it seems to me that this is the 
very place of all others where we should have a 
navy-yard. It gives to us in the first place two and 
a half miles of frontage where all our vessels can 
lie, if we see fit to lay them in the water; but I sup- 
pose it is known to everybody here that iron ves- 
sels soon decay in the water. If we gradually 


work into an iron Navy, we have got to devise 
some way of taking them out of the water in time 
of peace, and putting them on a cradle or in a dock 
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| where they will not be subjected to the decay they 
| are subject to when in water that is salt, or par- 
| tially salt, or even in fresh water. 


With these 
three hundred and fifty or four hundred acres of 
land we have a navy-yard of sufficient capacity 
to do that. 


Now, in regard to the expense, I am informed 


_by those who have looked into the subject, by 
| the AssistantSecretary of the Navy, who has given 


the subject some attention, that the old navy-yard 
can be sold for as much as the new yard will cost. 
We propose to gradually move down the old yard. 
The dry dock isa sectional dock. It can be moved 
downtuthisplace. We propose gradually to move 
the old navy-yard down to this place and then to 
abandon the old navy-yard, and sell itto those who 
may wish to buy it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If there was any man in 
the Senate in whose economical ideas I had con- 
fidence, it was in those of my friend from lowa; 
but after all I suspect he is like other men. When 
he gets upon his peculiar views, he is apt to forget 
what applies to all other matters. I think I shall 
have to contrive to get him on the Committee on 
Finance after a while, where we are bound to look 
out for everything. 

Now, sir, that possibly might be in some case 
or at some future time a very wise arrangement, 
but in the first place, it has not been sufficiently 
investigated. e have no report upon it at all, 
According to the showing of my friend from lowa, 
there has been nothing but the private opinions of 

entlemen connected with the Navy Department. 
Ihe Assistant Secretary of the Navy is the only 
gentleman whose opinion is named on the subject. 
It has been investigated by the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will say to the Senator that 
I have to-day read a letter from his friend Profes- 
sor Bache on the subject, giving the depth of water 
around this place and its capacity. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Professor Bache isa gen- 
tleman in whose judgment my friend has such en- 
tire confidence that | do not wonder at his citing 
him; but even the opinion of Professor Bache gives 
only the depth of water, &c. Those are mere facts. 
I do not dispute any of those at all; but the ques- 
tion is, can we undertake itat the presenttime? In 
the first place, the Senator says it does not make 
an appropriation; it “T diverts one. If we take 
away from one place where money has been ap- 
propriated and needed, we have got to fill up the 
vacuum caused by taking that money, I suppose, 
so that we save nothing in that particular. 

My objection to this proposition is twofold: in 
the first place, that there has been no scientific in- 
vestigation of it; no ascertainment of the necessary 
facts with vegard to it. For instance: one of the 
arguments of my friend was that we can sell the 
old navy-yard for as much as the new one will 
cost. That is a mere matter of supposition. It is 


_ one of the arguments adduced to press the matter. 
| The other objection is, that we have already navy- 


yards enough even if we dispense with Philade!- 


_ phia altogether. It has been a common complaint 
| that we had too many navy-yards, and in point 


of fact we have in thiscountry. It has arisen from 


| the fact that we are so situated that every part of 


the country must have its a navy-yard, for 
fear it shall not get enough of the public patron- 


_age. We have got now a great many more navy- 


ards than Great Britain or France has. 

Mr. GRIMES. Oh, no. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir; more than either 
of them. The Senator can name them over and 
show me. 

Mr. GRIMES. I think I can name several. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator is mistaken. 
We have one at Portsmouth which we have just 
voted to enlarge by buying fifty, or sixty, ora 
hundred acres of lant—I do not know how much 
—with water that is unsurpassed in the country, 
and that will afford facilities for everything that 
is needed. We have got the Boston navy-yard, 
which to be sure is somewhat contracted in its di- 
mensions, and a little difficult to get at, but still 
a navy-yard. We have another at New York, 
which the Senator admits to be, in point of extent, 
all that is demanded. We have the facilities for 
another at Norfolk. We have one on the other 
side of the mountains, and one at Memphis be- 
sides. 

Under these circumstances, what in the world 
is the use of undertaking this thing now to-day ’ 
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1862. 
That is my question. Nobody supposes that there 
is any necessity for it, or if there was any neces- 
sity for itthat it can be made available during the 
present war; and yet at this time, when we are 
all complaining so much about the want of money, 
and the difficulty of getting it, we are to undertake 
todivertan appropriation of $1,000,000, which we 
must fill up again immediately by making another 
for the same purpose, in order to establish another 
navy-yard, and that without any previous scien- 
tific examination of all its facilities, on the recom- 


mendation of the Committee on Naval Affairs, in | 


which I kave as much confidence as I have in any 
committee, founded upon letters and the report of 


the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, for whom | 


also | have great respect. But, sir, it ought to 
be deferred. A thing of this sort ought not to be 


undertaken now. It looks asif we were too much || 


ina hurry; and I pray the Senate to remember | 


that we have got to get this bill through, and if 
we pile so many things upon it and send it to the 


House, having already increased their appropri- | 


ations very much, we may get ourselves into dif- 
ficulties that we cannot very well get out of. It 
is no time to startit. Itis as ba 
start the Stevens battery, and a little worse. 


Mr.GRIMES. The Senator is mistaken in sup- | 


posing that we have increased the appropriations. 
After striking out the Bosten navy-yard, we have 


further deereased the appropriations in the louse 
bill. 


Now, sir, one word in regard tc the economic | 


view. The Senator from Maine seems to think 
that this isa recommendation of extravagance. 
On the contrary, [ think it is the mest economic 
thing this Government can do. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Not now, at this time. 
Mr. GRIMES. I am going to try to convince 


the Senator that it is economic now, and not ex- | 


travagant. We have authorized the construction 
of acertain number of iron vessels of war. There 
is no competition in the production of the iron out 
of which they are made. There are only two or 
three establishments in the United States that can 
now turn out the plates with which they are to be 
constructed, It is proposed for the interest of the 
Government that we should establish a place where 
we can make them ourselves, and make them a 


great deal cheaper than we can procure them at | 


this ime from any other parties, or than we should 
be likely to procure them from any other parties. 
The establishments that make these large iron 
plates require an immense amount of capital, and 
very few people can embark in the business. The 
few people who do embark in it, therefore, have 
the entire monopoly of the trade; and to-day we 
are obliged to pay a much larger amount for the 
iron out of which these iron vessels are to be man- 
ufactured than we ought to pay, and greater than 
they would cost us if we manufactured them our- 
selves. That is one reason. 

Now, we are going on here and making appro- 
priations for the improvement of the present yard. 
We have got in this bill some two hundred thou- 
sand dollars for the improvement of the present 
navy-yard. I attempted to find something there 
that I should strike out of the appropriations for 
the present yard so as to make it as little as possi- 
ble,in order that we should not expend any money 
unnecessarily inthat yard. I ascertained that the 
principal thing for which we do expend there is 
for the improvement of the dry dock, and that im- 
provement is to consist in tanks, which could be 
removed to the place here proposed, and used there 
with the dry dock as readily as they can be used 
ut the navy-yard where it now is. 

Now, sir, the Senator says there has been no 
ascertainment of facts in regard to this matter. 
Phat is true, except generally; but we do not pro- 
pose to divert the money until there is an ascer- 
tainment of facts. The section which has been 
\ntroduced declares that the money shall not be 
diverted until the Secretary of the Navy is first 
thoroughly satisfied that it is the proper place; 
that there is every convenience there that the Gov- 


eroment desires for a work of this kind; and, | 


second, antil the title of the land has been secured 
'o the Federal Government. I am satisfied from 
the investigation that I have given to it, that the 
cheapest thing the Government could do would 
be to buy this place, stop our appropriations for 
the ie and gradually work it down. 

The Senator says our navy-yards are too large 
at Dresent; that that has been the universal opinion. 


a time as to | 











| Well, sir, it used to be the universal opinion when | 


we had only about thirty vessels, and when two | 
thirds of them were laid up in ordinary; butit has | 


| not been the universal opinion lately; and I tell | 








the Senator there has not been a single yard be- 
longing to the Federal Government, except, pers | 
haps, that of California, that has been able to do 

everything, nor one half the work the Government | 
required since this rebellion broke out. We have 

been compelled to hire other docks, other ship- | 
yards, and employ other manufacturers of ves- | 
sels, and other repairers of vessels; we have been | 
obliged to go out in every city where we have had 

a navy-yard, or in the vicinity of every city, in | 
order to perform the very work which we could | 
have performed and ought to have performed in | 
our navy-yards if they were of sufficient capacity. 
That is particularly the case in the city of Phila- 
delphia; but it is the case in all the other yards. 
Why, sir, in New York there has been a perfect | 
forest of war vessels in there at a time. The Sen- 
ator should remember that our war navy is up to 
three hundred vessels. Sometimes there are thirty 
or forty in one port at the same time. I do not 


know how large our ve is going to be when the | 
end itis going to bea 


war is over; but I appre 
great deal larger than it used to be, although not | 
as large as itis now. Whatever it may be, we 
ought to furnish the best facilities we can for ac- 
commodating the vessels that have already been 
built, and for building those that we desire to build, 
and it strikes me this is the best method of reach- 
ing the purpose 

Mr. FESSENDEN. One word more, sir, with 
regard to these iron vessels. We have already 


appropriated over twenty millions to build them; 
the contracts are made. 


Mr. GRIMES. No, sir; that is one reason why 
I offer this proposition; because we have appro- 


priated $23,000,000, and it is impossible for us to 


| make the contracts, for the reason that there is a | 
great deficiency of these plates; we cannot procure | 


them; we have got to manufacture them ourselves. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


Not only to build iron vessels, but to go largely 


into the iron business; to set up a great iron es- | 


tablishment. _ 
Mr. GRIMES. Just what we are doing now. 


We make our guns. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. True, we make our guns, 


but notall the material. Now, are we to wait until | 
all this thing is done, which is to be done gradu- | 


ally, until we get this navy-yard built, before we 
have our iron vessels ? We mightas well not have 
them at all. We propose to make them for pres- 
ent use. 

There is another thing to be considered. It is 
the opinion of many of the best men connected 
with the Navy and the Navy Department that we 
ought not to build our vessels at navy-yards; that 


That reminds me of an- | 
other fact. What does the Senator propose to do? | 





they ought to be built by contract; that they are 
cheaper built, and better built when built by con- | 
tract; and that the navy-yards ought to be used 
for the simple purpose of repairs. That is the 
opinion of naval men, men connected with the | 
naval service; I am very much mistaken if it is 

not the opinion of my friend from Lowa himself. 


Does anybody imagine this thing is going to last || 


always; that we are going to haveanecessity for | 
three or four hundred vessels when this war is 
over, and that we must provide for that? Every- 
body knows that as large a Navy as we may want, 
it cannot by any possibility be crowded atall the | 
navy-yards we have got in this country. 

Mr. GRIMES. It is now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is now at this partic- 
ular moment, and will continue during the war, 
but nobody pretends that we can get this estab- 
lishment up before the war ends. 

Mr. GRIMES. I ask the Senator what these 
navy-yards are for if they are not for war. 


r. FESSENDEN. Suppose they are; do we 


want to build them in advance, and during war 
to make the appropriations when they cannot be | 
made available now, at a time when money is in 

such deMand by us, to divert our appropriation 

from the actual service, from building vessels to | 
building navy-yards when we have already got 

so many; and that, too, with reference to a time | 
of peace in a very great degree? I hope that the 
Senate will think of it. I do not see what in the 
world has got possession of my honorable friend 
from Iowa that he should urge this scheme at this 
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moment. I really cannot accdunt for it. We can 
certainly wait a little while without turning the 
attention of the Government in this time of war 
to the building of anew navy-yard and setting up 
a great Government establishment of that kind. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. GRIMES. I offer an amendment to insert 
as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, ‘That from and after the Ist day 
of September 1862, the spirit ration in the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States shall cease ; and thereafter no distilled spirituous 
liquors shall be admitted on board of vessels of war except 
as medical stores, and upon the order and under the con- 
trol of the medical officers of such vessels, and to be used 
only for medical purposes. From and after the said Ist day 
of September next, there shall be allowed and paid to each 
person in the Navy now entitled to the spirit ration, five 
cents per day in commutation and lieu thereof, which shall 
be in addition to their present pay. 

I simply desire to say, in connection with this, 
that the Government of the United States now 
furnishes to every man in the naval service a ra- 
tion of grog—two dipsaday. A portion of them 
are authorized to commute itat four cents. I pro- 
pose by the amendment to abolish itentirely, and 
to give to each person a commutation of five cents, 
which will amount to $1 50a month; and I pre- 
sume there will be no objection to it. I desire to 
say that I have offered it in accordance with the 
wishes of almost every officer with whom I have 
been brought in contact. I have a letter of one 
of them here before me, urging me by all means 
possible to do what I can to abolish the spiritra- 
tion, and have a provision made forbidding any 
distilled liquors being placed on board any vessel 
belonging to or chartered by the United States, 
except for the use of the medical department. In 
conversation with the Navy Department I am in- 
formed that hardly any difficulty has grown up 
during this war on board of a single one of our 
vessels, that has not been traced directly to the 
fact that spirituous liquors were allowed on board 
the ship. A great many difficulties have occurred 
both with the regular officers and with the volun- 
teer officers on board, but in almost every instance 
it has been traced to that source, and I believe 
that the men are satisfied that it should be abol- 
ished. From what I can learn, I think that is the 
universal sentiment; but so long as we allow 
liquor to be taken on board, and allow a few to 
have the privilege, a great many others will be in- 
duced by the example to take ittoo. Whenthey 
see a few going up and taking their grog ration, 
others, by that example, are induced to go up and 
take italso. By abolishing the whisky ration we 
shall take away one of the strongest reasons why 
parents are unwilling that their minor sons should 
enlist in the naval service of the United States. 

This amendment goes further, and provides 
that no liquor shall be taken on board. I desire 
that this law shall apply to the officers as well as 
to the men; that no distilled spirituous liquors 
shall be allowed on board; for so long as it is 
known to the men that the officers are allowed 
by the Government to indulge in this practice, it 
will prompt insubordination and trouble on ship- 
board. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I regard the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Lowa as one belong- 
ing to the present popular system of humbuggery. 
It will not be considered very prudent on my part 
to object to it—this I well understand. It is evi- 
dent that the mover would not consider any such 
objection in the State of lowa. So far as I am 
concerned in advancing opinions, I will advance 
my own, without I should be instructed other- 
wise—then | shall consider. Now, so far as this 
particular and special modern temperance ques- 
tion is concerned, let me remark, in the course of 
a conversation on the subject of the use of wine 
with a distinguished New England clergyman, I 
took oceasion to ask him what was the first mir- 
acle worked by the Great Master: the necessary 
response we all know. I took further occasion to 
ask whether or not the vine was given to the an- 
cient patriarchs that the juice of its fruit might 
make their hearts glad. Again, I inquired did not 
all the ancient mythologies permit or recognize 
the use ‘of these means of exaltation to their gods 
—from those who drank nectar on high Olympus 
to those who drank mighty mead in Valhalla. 
Again, I inquired who of those who have illus- 
trated most the utmost capacities of our race that 
has ignored the vine-entwined god of the Greeks. 


| The venerable gentleman made truthful answers 


‘| to all these questions, and admitted the true con- 
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clusion; but remarked, ‘* you know it would not 
be advisable for me thus to say.’’ I remark now, 
that there is no such limitation in my discretion. 

This war upon whisky, I prefer speaking plain- 
ly, would be a wise war if conducted wisely; but 
my opinion is, that there is more cunning than 
wisdom in all these modern forms of this war. 
I hold, and in this 1 agree with a recent remark 
of the Senator from Connecticut, (Mr. Fosrer,] 
tat the trath lies in the mean, between the two 
extremes, and so also does temperance. I believe 
that there is a difference between the man who 
eats beef and drinks only water,and the man who 
eats beef and sometimes drinks whisky, both par- 
ties doing their best to be prudent. My opinion, 
however, is decidedly in favor of the latter, and 
let me say that I think I can dare to affirm that 
the soundness of my opinion is justified by all re- 
corded experience. 

The Navy ration of whisky I think right, so 1 
think of the same thing in the Army; it conduces 
both to health and strength. Our fathers, in the 
days of the Revolution, were not content with 
whisky, they put gunpowder in it. If the value 
of stimulants to men in the field under arms, and 
at sea doing duty, is not understood here, it is 
understood by the men who undergo hardship 
and peril; and this I say from some observation, 
notwithstanding the opinions of the correspondent 
of the Senator from lees If the inquiry were 
made, | fancy it would be found that his author- 
ity was better at lecturing than fighting. 

Mr. President, this is a piece of illegitimate 
legislation. Why not let the sailor have his grog, 
and then, if he pleases, he can put a little gun- 
powder in it? 

The amendment was agreed to. 





Mr. GRIMES. Ihave another amendment. 
Mr. KING. 


ments. 
Mr. GRIMES. 
Mr. KING. 


tive session. 


I have four or five. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Wecan waita little while | 


for that. Let us get through with this bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from lowa will be read. 


The Secretary read the amendment, as follows: | 
And be it further enacted, That hereafter minors, not under | 


the age of eighteen years, may be enlisted in the naval se? 
vice without the consent of their parents or guardians ; and 
the oath of enlistment taken by the recruitshall be conclu- 
sive as to his age. 


Mr. GRIMES. I desire to say that this is an 
exact copy of the law passed by the Congress of 
the United States in July last, in regard to the 
Army, except that the word “ navy”’ is substi- 
tuted in the place of **army.’’ The necessity for 
it is this: a great many young men come to enlist 
who represent that they are of proper age; but 
afterwards their parents find out that they are en- 
listed, and attempt to procure their release by 
suing out a writ of habeas corpus; and it costs the 
Government from twenty-five to fifty dollars in 
every case. The courts decide that this oath is 
extra-judicial, and is of no effect, so that we have no 


recourse to anybody, and the party is discharged. | 


I understand a provision like this has operated to 
great advantage in the Army. We have now re- 
moved one of the great obstacles that stand in the 
way of parents allowing their sons to enlist by 
abolishing the spirit ration, 
that there is a great scarcity of men, and that the 
constant annoyance of attempting to release young 
men by writs of habeas corp 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope thisamendment will 


not be adopted in the form in which itis presented. | 


I objected when that regulation was adopted in 
reference to the Army, to making the oath of the 
party enlisting conclusive. I do not think we ought 
to me any such rule. 


I desire to inquire of the Senator | 
from lowa whether there are many more amend- | 


It is necessary to have an execu- | 


I desire to say also | 


us has led to difficulty. | 


It will allow naval offi- | 
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: . | 
executive session for the purpose of acting on the | 





nomination ofa single officer, if no other. I move, 
therefore, that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We can soon get through 
with this bill; and itis much more important that 
we should dispose of the bill than that a single 
officer should be confirmed to-day instead of to- 
morrow. Ido not want to lose all day to-mor- 
row on this bill. 

Mr. LATHAM. I hope the Senate will con- 
tinue on this bill until it is concluded. 

Mr. KING. Iwill state to the Senator from | 


| Maine that the nomination to which I allude is 








cers to get hold of boys fifteen years of age, and | 


induce them to enlist into the Navy, and then their | 


oath as to their age is to be conclusive. Iho 
the Senate will not adopt it. I think it was amis- 
take that such a rule was adopted in reference to 


the Army; and having committed that mistake in | 


regard to the Army, 
here. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator from Illinois can 
move to strike out the last clause. 


hope we shall not follow it 


Mr. KING. The hour is late; we shall soon | 


be without a quorum; it is important to have an 


pe | 





that of an important medical officer, necessary to 
the compleuon of a very important arrangement 
to the medical department of the Army, and it is 
important that the nomination should be acted on. 
I insist on my motion, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I know who the officer 
is, and his nomination, in my judgment, is not so 
important that it cannot as well wait until to- 
morrow or Monday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question on 
Mr. Kine’s motion, and declared thatit appeared 
to be rejected. 

Mr. KING. I ask for a division. 

Several Senators. Oh, no; there is nota quo- 
rum here. 

Mr. KING. If we have not gota quorum here, 
it is time we had adjourned. 

Mr. HALE. 
may as well have the yeas and nays. 
the yeas and nays. 


I call for 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 9, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Dixon, Foot, How- 
ard, King, McDougall, Simmons, and Trumbull—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Clark, Doolittle, Fes- 
senden, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Henderson, Howe, 
Lane of Kansas, Latham, Morrill, Pomeroy, Powell, Stark, 
Sumner, ‘Ten Eyck, Willey, Wilson of Massachusetts, Wil- 
son of Missouri, and Wright—23. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is nota quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that 
the Senate do now adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 13, 1862. 


The House metat twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Dr. Hacany, of New York. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 


CORRECTION OF JOURNAL. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I rise for the purpose of 


asking to have the Journal corrected, so far as it 
relates to the motion of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvenia [Mr. Stevens] yesterday. His motion 
was, in substance, that the House should, pro 
forma, without reading or special consideration, 
disagree to all the amendments of the Senate to 
the tax bill, with a view to have it referred in that 
shape, and by that vote, to a committee of confer- 
ence of the two Houses. ‘The motion as thus an- 
nounced was voted upon. I voted against it. [¢ 
does not appear to be so stated on the Journal. I 
am there made to vote in favor of all the amend- 
ments of the Senate, and a majority of the House 
are made to vote against them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Kentucky that the Journal shows 
just what it ought to show, and there is, there- 
fore, nothing to correct. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I did not so hear it read. 

The SPEAKER, It is “ that the House non- 
concur in the Senate amendments, and ask a com- 
mittee of conference.’’ 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, I know that; but the mo- 
tion was made that the House should non-concur, 
so that it might be referred to a committee of con- 
ference, and that the amendments should not be 
considered in the House. That is the motion on 
which I voted in the negative. 

TheSPEAKER, The Journal shows the ques- 
tion as stated to the House. . 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. It is not as it was stated 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Sans 

The SPEAKER. It is entered on the Journal 
in parliamentary language. 

_Mr. WICKLIFFE. I put the question to the 
House and to the Chair, did not the chairman of 





If we are to have a division, we | 
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the Committee of Ways and Means avow his 
purpose to move a non-concurrenee with the 
amendments that he might have them referred to 
a coramittee of conference? Was not that the 
question submitted to the House? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Kentucky that gentlemen often 
make a motion not in parliamentary language; but 
it is the duty of the Chair to See that it is entered 
on the Journal properly. The Chair sees nothing 
to correct in the Journal. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Very well, sir. I hope 
the motion will appear correctly in the report of 
the proceedings. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, 
its Chief Clerk, announced that the Senate in- 
sisted on its amendments disagreed~to by the 
House to the bill (H. R. No. 312) to provide in- 
ternal revenue to support the Government and pay 
interest on the public debt, agreed to the confer- 
ence asked by the House, and had appointed 
Messrs. Fessenpen, Harris, and Henperson 
managers on the part of the Senate. 


TAX BILL—COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Stevens, 


Moraritu of Vermont, and Hotman, managers of 
the conference on the part of the House on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 
312) to provide internal revenue to support the 
Government and pay interest on the public debt. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 


rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 354) for the relief of Licu- 
tenant Ulysses S. Grant; 

An act (H. R. No. 475) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to change the names of cer- 
tain vessels; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 77) to change the 
name of the bark Quebec to General Burnside. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call committees 
for reports of a private character. 


MARY A. BERAULT. 


Mr. DUELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported back a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 65) for the relief of Mary A. Berault, 
administratrix of the estate of Lieutenant Joseph 
W heaton, deceased. 

The resolution was read, It directs the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to adjust the claim of Mary 
A. Berault, administratrix of the estate of Lieu- 
tenant Joseph Wheaton, deceased, of the Rhode 
Island line of the Army of the Revolution, and to 
pay the amount which shall be allowed by him to 
the said Mary A. Berault, administratrix as afore- 
said, 

Mr. DUELL. [ask the House to consider this 
joint resolution at this time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move its reference to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. A single objection carries it 
there. 

It was so referred. 


EDMUND H. BROOKE. 


Mr. DUNN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to increase the pay of Ed- 
mund H. Brooke, chief clerk in the Paymaster’s 
department; which was read a first. and second 
ume, 

The bill fixes the pay of Edmund H. Brooke, 
chief clerk in the Paymaster’s department of the 
United States Army, at $2,500 per annum, from 
and after the passage of this act. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to inquire what is the 
present salary of this chief clerk? We are mak- 
ing rapid strides here in the increase of salaries. 

Mr. DUNN. Inexplanation of this bill 1 wis! 
to say that several weeks since | introdyced a bil 
of the same characteras this, except that it allowed 
the pay to date back to the commencement of the 
war. The matter was fully discussed at that time, 
and it seemed to be the opinion of the House tha‘ 
if the bill had been drawn so as to give the pay 
from and after its , it would have met with 
the approval of the House. Those members who 
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are acquainted with Mr. Brooke know the value 
of his services. He has had most important 
duties in the organization of the Paymaster’s de- 
partment in the increase of business growing out 
of the war,and has been one of the most efficient 
officers of the Government, untiring in all the de- 
mands upon him. 
should receive this increased pay. I do not pro- 
pose to detain the House by any discussion of the 
matter, but simply to call attention to it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My colleague has not told 
us what the present salary of this officer is. 

Mr. DUNN. Eighteen hundred dollars. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest to my colleague to 


limit this increased pay to the time while the war | 


is in progress. 
Mr. DUNN. 
to during the present war. 
Mr. HOLMAN. _I offer that amendment. 
Mr. DUNN. 
wards.’’ 


Mr. HOLMAN. Very well. I move toamend | 
by adding, at the end of the bill, the words, ‘* dur- | 
ing the continuance of the present war, and for six | 


months thereafter.”’ : 
Mr. DUNN. I move the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 


a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 


ingly read the third time. 

Mr. BLAKE called for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. DUNN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SENECA G. SIMMONS. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Seneca G. Simmons; which was read a first and 
second time. ; 

The bill directs the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury Department, in settling the accounts 
of Seneca G. Simmons, as assistant commissary 
of subsistence, to allow him credit for the sum of 
money belonging to the United States stolen from 
his possession at Matamoras, Mexico, on the 11th 
of May, 1847, provided the amount so to be al- 
lowed shall not exceed $1,500. 

The report was read. It shows that during the 
war with Mexico Seneca G. Simmons was ap- 
ory assistant commissary of subsistence, and 
iad in charge a considerable sum of money in 
Mexican dollars. It was deposited in a wooden 
chest, secured by padlocks, he not having been 
supplied with a safe for which he had applied. 
This box was broken into, and the sum of $1,500 
abstracted in the packages containing the same. 
The evidence showed that the loss did not result 
from any neglect or omission on his part. 

Mr. BIDDLE. I beg leave to state a single fact 
in regard to this case, with which I am very fa- 
miliar. It takes no money out of the Treasury. 
It is for the relief of a gallant soldier of the State 
of Vermont who has been thirty years in the ser- 
vice of the country, who is at this moment in front 
of the enemy, and who may fall to-morrow in one 
of the impending battles. te is asked that an un- 
just obligation shall not rest on him or on his chil- 
dren. Every committee that has considered it has 
— upon it favorably. It has never before been 
prought to the notice of the House. I happened 
to be in company with that gentleman for six 
months prior to the first day of this session, and 
when an election to Congress befell me, he asked 
me to do what nobody had ever before done for 
him, bring this matter to the notice of the House, 
which I now do, and hope the House will give it 
consideration now; not, of course, asking any gen- 
tleman to vote for it unless in his own judgment 
he may deem it to be just and proper, but asking 
that there shall be no objection to action on it now. 
The report shows all the facts. 

Mr. BUFFINTON. I demand the previous 
question, 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I raise the question 
of order that the bill must under the rules have its 


first consideration in a Committee of the Whole 
House. 


I have no objection to limiting it 


I believe it is but just that he | 
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The SPEAKER. The bill does not appropriate 


| money. 





Mr. F. A, CONKLING. Why not? 

The SPEAKER. Itmerely authorizes the set- 
tlement of an account, which within the meaning 
of the rule is not regarded as an appropriation. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read | 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 


ing’ read the third time, and passed. 

r. BUFFINTON moved to reconsider the 

vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved 

to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT, 


Several messages from the President of the Uni- 


I 
: || ted States, in writing, were received by Mr. Nico- 
Add, ‘*and six months after- 


LaY, his Private Secretary. 
WILLIAM B. DODD AND OTHERS. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
William B. Dodd and others; which was read a 
first and second time. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay, out of the appropriation to 
complete the road from Mendota to the Big Sioux 
river, contained in the act approved March 3, 
1855, entitled “** An act making appropriations 


for the support of the Army for the year ending | 


the 30th of June, 1856, and for other purposes,”’ 
into the hands of Horace Austin, of St. Peter, 
Minnesota, who is appointed a commissioner to 
dispose of the same, the sum of $3,270, the same 
having been estimated for in said appropriation, 
and being for completing a part of said road, to 
be paid out by him as follows, to wit: the said 
commissioner shall give notice to all persons 
having claims against William B. Dodd for labor 
or materials furnished in the construction of said 
road, by publication in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the neighborhood where said road 
is situated for ninety days, and by posting written 
or printed notices in three public places in each 
county through which said road passes, to pre- 
sent and prove their claims within the ninety 
days aforesaid; and all such claims, so presented 
and proved within the time limited, he shall pay 
to the parties respectively, and the residue, after 
the liquidation of such claims and the eran ot 
the expenses of thiscommission, he shall pay to 
the said William B. Dodd. 

Mr. HOLMAN. l[ask for the reading of the 
report. 

The report was read. Itstates that the memo- 
rialist was engaged in the construction of a pri- 
vate road from Rockbend,a short distance above 
Traverse des Sioux, to St. Paul. While thus en- 
gaged, Captain J. L. Reno, brevet captain of the 
ordnance department, in surveying the military 
road provided for by act of Congress, known as 
the Big Sioux and Mendota military road, came 
upon the road being constructed by the memo- 
rialist, and adopted it asa part of the said military 
road provided for by act of Congress. The pe- 
titioner was to have been paid for said private 
road by subscription, previous to its adoption by 
the Government; but $300, however, were sub- 
scribed for the same up to the time Captain Reno 
adopted itasa part of the Government road. After 
such adoption, Captain Reno having estimated 
the cost of the same, embraced it in the estimate 
for the completion of the military road, and upon 
such an estimate Congress made an appropriation 
for thesame. The evidence satisfactorily proves 
that the actual expense incurred by Captain Dodd 
in making the road exceeded that sum. Itis proven 
that Dodd never received a cent but $300 by pri- 
vate subscription, the adoption of the same by the 
Government having obviated the necessity of sub- 
scriptions. And it 1s believed that the intention of 
Congress, in making the appropriation includin 
this item, was that the memorialist should be paid 
for the road constructed by him. The bill appoints 
acommissioner to disburse the said amount. This 
is done in order to secure the workmen employed 
on the same the amount due them for their labor, 
the memorialist having, by reason of his failure 
to receive the cost of the road, been unable, up to 
this time, to discharge all the obligations against 


him for labor furnished in the construction of the 
same. 


Neen eee eases 
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‘| Mr. BUFFINTON, I yield the floor for a mo- 
|| ment to the gentleman from Indiana, who I be- 
|| lieve desires to be heard. 

| Mr. HOLMAN. [ rose for the purpose of op- 
| posing this bill, and forthe purpose of moving to 
|| refer it to a Committee of the Whole House. | 
| will not make the motion, however, without the 
|| consent of the gentleman from Massachusetts who 
has yielded me the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield the 
floor for that purpose? 

Mr. BUFFINTON. Ido not. 

Mr. WINDOM. With the consent of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, I desire to say a word 
upon the subject of the bill. The bill does not 
make any appropriation whatever. The Thirty- 
Third Congress made an appropriation of $52,475 
for the construction of this road, The money was 
all appropriated seven or eight years ago. In this 
amount was included $2,310 for the services ot 
Mr. Dodd. That was an item of estimate on which 
the appropriation was based; but because his 
name was not specifically mentioned in the appro- 
priation, the Secretary of War refused to pay the 
money over to him. This bill simply appoints a 
commissioner to receive and pay over the money 
to the men employed by Mr. Dodd on this work, 
who have not been paid, and to give to Mr. Dodd 
whatever may be remaining of the appropriation. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I submit that this is a virtual 
appropriation of money, such as within the spirit 
of the rule ought to carry it to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. WINDOM. Notatall. The money was 
all appropriated in the Thirty-Third Congress. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think the bill virtually 
makes an appropriation, and I raise the question 
of order that it must go to a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

TheSPEAKER. Itis nota question of virtual 
| appropriation, but a question of fact, on which the 
Chair is called upon to decide. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I submit that the bill makes 
an appropriation, 

The SPEAKER. The rule provides that bills 
which direct the repayment of money or the pay- 
ment of money theretofore appropriated, sande 
be committed. The Chair thinks that is this bill, 
and therefore overrules the question of order. 

Mr. BUFFINTON. [I call for the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BUFFINTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 














SCHOONER 8. SAWYER. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of the 
owners agd officers of the schooner S, Sawyer, 
for indemfity for loss of the vessel while deliver- 
ing her cargo to the quartermaster’s department; 
which was laid on the table. 


WILLIAM WHEELER HUBBELL. 


Mr. MOORHEAD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Wheeler Hubbell; which was read a first 
and second time. 

The bill refers the claim of William Wheeler 
Hubbell, for compensation for the use by the Gov- 
ernmentof the thunderboltshelland fuse, of which 
he claims to be the patentee, to the Court of Claims, 
with instructions to inquire into his claim for com- 

ensation for the use of his patent, and for the re- 
fisguishment of his patent to the United States, 
appropriating whatever amount the Court of 
Claims may report, not to exceed $100,000. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. [ask the consent of the 
House to put that bill on its passage. 

Mr. FENTON. i wish to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania the reason there is for 
taking this case out of the usual course cf iegis- 
lation? I have no objection to referring this case 
to the Court of Claims for adjudication; but I am 
not abie to see why we should depart from the 
usual course by making an appropriation of the 
money the Court of Claims may report in advance. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to know 
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of the gentleman from New York whether he ob- !| before which it has been brought. There has been, 


jects to the consideration of the bill at this time? 
If he does, it must go to a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. FENTON, Ido object. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. 
withdraw his question of order to enable me to 
make a statement in reference to this bill. 

Mr. FENTON. I am willing to withdraw it 
for that purpose, 

Mr. Ff. A. CONKLING., I renew the question 
of order. 

Mr. MOORITEAD. To obviate the necessity 
of reference, I will withdraw the clause of the bill 
which appropriates money. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot mod- 
ify the report of a committee. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I ask consent, then, to 
withdraw the bill altogether. 

No objection being made, the bill was with- 
drawn. 

IRON-CLAD SIIIPS, ETC. 


Mr. SEDG WICK, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a communication in regard 
to iron-clad ships, ordnance, &c.; which was 
ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 

RAISING OF SUNKEN VESSELS. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
Senate bill No. 339, for the raising of the naval 
vessels sunk in the Hampton Roads. The bill ap- 
propriates $100,000; and it is necessary, for the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| 


I ask the gentleman to 





good of the public service, that it should be passed | 


at once, 

The bill was read a first and second time, or- 
dered to a third reading, and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SEDG WICK moved to reconsider the vote 
by wirich the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


OLIVER SPENCER WOOD. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported back Senate biil 
(No. 282) for the relief of Oliver Spencer Wood, 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill, which was read, directs the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury to examine and settle 
on principles of equity the accounts of Oliver 
Speneer Wood, late temporary naval storekeeper 
for the United States squadron on the African 
station. 

The bill was ordered toa third reading; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachussetts, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ILEIRS OF J. KE. MARTIN, DECEASED. 


Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported back Senate bill No. 109, 
for the relief of the legal representati¥és of J. E. 
Martin, deceased, with the recommendation that 
it do pass. 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Did not Mr. Martin hold 
during the time for which it is propoged to give 
this extra pay the position of a salaried consul? 

Mr. POMEROY. I think he was only allowed 
fees. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This bill makesan appropri- 
ation, and must, under the rule, have its first con- 
sideration in a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. POMEROY. Before that objection is in- 
sisted on, let me make a single statement. Dur- 
ing the period for which this bill gives relief dip- 
lomatic relations between this Government and 
Portugal were suspended. Mr. Clay, who was 
chargé d’affaires at Lisbon,came home. Mr. Mar- 
tin, who remained there, had possession of the ar- 
chives of the office and kept up the correspondence 
with the Government of Portugal until Mr. Had- 
dock arrived there as the successor of Mr, Clay. 
Mr. Haddock speaks in the highest terms of the 
manner in which Mr. Martin performed the duties 
of the office which had been devolved upon him. 

This bill has been reported five different times 
by the committee of the Senate, and several times 
by the committee of this House. There has never 
been any disagreement in regard to itin any body 











I understand, a universal custom in cases of this 
kind, and I regret that the members of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, [Messrs. CrirrenpEN 


| and Cox,] who know more about that custom than 
| I do, are not now present. I understand the cus- 
| tom is universal to allow the consul who dis- 


charges the duties of a chargé d’affaires half of the 
pay of the latter during the time. Itis a custom 
that has almost ripened into law. 

It is now eleven years since Mr. Martin ren- 
dered these services. In the mean time he has died, 
leaving a family who are ina needy condition. I 
will say, thatso far as my limited experience goes 
of private claims, the greatest injustice in regard 
to them is that justice is deferred to a very late day. 
There is no doubt that these services were ren- 
dered, and the only question is whether he should 
be paid for them. We know very well if this bill 
goes toa Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, it will not be reached during this 
session, and probably not in ten sessions. These 


} ° ° . 
services were rendered by Mr. Martin. There is, 
/as | have said, acustom which has grown into law 


that when a consul discharges the entire duty of 
chargé d’affaires, he shall receive half the pay of 
that office. Mr. Martin has discharged these ser- 
vices, and this bill provides for paying him. 
Under the circumstances I have felt it to be my 
duty and the committee instructed me to make the 
request of the House that the bill be put on its 
passage. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think that when we have 
an officer under the pay of the United States, it is 
wrong to pay him extra for every little additional 
service he may have to perform. It is well known 
that our representatives abroad are well paid for 


‘the services which they render. Thereis no branch 


of the public service where the compensation is so 
ample, taking into consideration that the service 
they are called upon to render is done with so little 
labor. I therefore insist on my objection, that 
this bill, making an appropriation, must, under the 
rules, have its first consideration ina Committee of 
the Whole House. 

The bill was accordingly referred toa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 


THANKS TO LIEUTENANT MORRIS. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING, from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, reported back House resolution 
No. 57, tendering the thanks of Congress to Lieu- 
tenant George N. Morris, his officers, and men; 
which was ordered to be ehgrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

RELIEF FOR IRELAND. 


Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. Iam instructed by 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs to ask that they 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the resolution referred to them to inquire into the 
expediency of furnishing relief to the starving pop- 
ulation of Ireland, no exigency existing for the 
interposition of this Government; and I move that 
that committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject, and that it be laid upon 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MRS. SARAT F. BERRYMAN. 


Mr. HARRISON, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Sarah F. Berryman; which was read a first and 
second time. 

The bill, which was read, @irects the Secretary 
of the Interior to place the name of Sarah F. Ber- 
ryman, widow of O. H. Berryman, lieutenant 
commanding United States Navy, upon the pen- 
sion roll, at the rate of fifty dollars a month, in- 
stead of thirty dollars, as now granted, from the 
24th of April, 1861, for and during her natural life. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 will inquire whether Mrs. 
Berryman is not now receiving a pension of thirty 
dollars a month, and whether, under the law we 
have recently passed, her pension would not only 
be twenty-five dollars a month? So, then, she is 
now receiving five dollars a month more than a 
widow of an officer of the same rank would be 
paid under the general law. 

Mr. HARRISON. I will say, in reply to the 
gentleman from Indiana, that Mrs. Berryman is 
now receiving a pension of thirty dollars a month; 
and that under the law which passed the House 
about ten days ago, she will receive only twenty- 
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five dollars a month. The committee report this 
bill in favor of an increase of her pension to fifty 
dollars a month on account of the extraordinary 
services of her husband. It is the most merito- 
rious case which has come before the committee 
at the present session of Congress; and if there is 
a case where we can be justified in giving a larger 
pension, this is the one. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This lady is now receiving 
five dollars more per month than is allowed under 
the law to any widow of any officer of the same 
rank. Now, I think that our legislation should be 
impartial, extending equal-handed justice to the 
widows of all the brave men who havé'fallen in 
the defense of the country upon the battle-field. | 
know that Lieutenant Berryman was a brave and 
faithful officer, but we can pick out ten thousand 
cases from our armies where brave and faithful 
men have given up their lives upon the field of bat- 
tle after signal and gallant service. Mrs. Berry- 
man now gets thirty dollars a month, while the 
widow ofa brave soldier only gets eight dollars. 
She receives $360 a year, when the widows of our 
soldiers receive only ninety-six dollars a year; and 
she receives sixty dollars a year more than she is 
entitled to under recent laws. My friend did not 
say, and will not say, that there are not thousands 
and tens of thousands of equally meritorious cases 
all over the country—cases of widows who are 
equally entitled to the sympathy and support of 
the Government, and home children are equally 
claiming its munificence and its consideration— 
widows who are receiving now, and who never 
will receive beyond, ninety-six dollars a year. The 
discrimination if made at all, should not be made 
so broad as between ninety-six dollars and what 
is proposed by this bill—g600 a year—to widows 
whose husbands have fallen in command of im- 
portant positions. That is contrary to the genius 
and spirit of our Government, and it seems to me 
that the friends of Mrs. Berryman should be satis- 
fied that she should receive, as she already does, 
from the munificence‘of this Government, sixty 
dollars more than she would receive under the 
general law. 

Mr. HARRISON. The Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, when they concluded to recommend the 
reduction of the amount of pensions to the widows 
of officers of the Army and Navy, were induced 
to do so from the consideration, among others, 
that when a peculiarly meritorious case arose ,Con- 
gress could, by a special act, grant a larger pen- 
sion than the general law might authorize to be 
granted by the Commissioner of Pensions. Now, 
I think the gentleman from Indiana will agree that 
justice cannot be meted out in every case by in- 
flexibly applying the provisions of the general law 
granting pensions. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My friend mistakes in that 
respect. I think an inflexible rule should be 
adopted. I believe the widow of a humble sol- 
dier, who has done his duty, is entitled to just the 
same support, sympathy, and munificence as the 
widow of the commanding general of the Army 
of the United States. 

Mr. HARRISON. I do not think the gentle- 
man from Indiana and myself will substantially 
disagree upon the proposition last stated by him. 
If a private in the ranks should perform services 
of extraordinary merit, entitling him to a greater 
reward than is generally granted, and his case 
should be presented to Congress, it ought to make 
his case an exception, and make him or his widow 
and children a reward commensurate with his 
peculiarly meritorious services. 

Now, sir, Lieutenant Berryman was in the ser- 
vice of the country for about a quarter of a cen- 
tury. He was a Virginian by birth and education. 
When his superiors in command of the vessel 
upon which he was assigned to service deserted 
the flag and service of their country, he patriot- 
ically and heroically undertook to perform the 
duties which would otherwise have devolved upon 
his superior officers, and by his skill, patriotism, 
and the noble discharge of duty, he contributed 
greatly towards saving Fort Pickens from falling 
into rebel hands. There is, Mr. Speaker, an ad- 
ditional fact stated in that portion of the report 
which has not been read, which should be in the 

ossession of the House. It is, that if Lieutenant 
rryman had not died in the service, and had 
continued in it a few days longer, he would have 
been entitled to apension of forty-five dollarsper 
month under thegeneral pension law now in force. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. I would inquire of the gen- | 


tleman whether the law which we passed a few 
days ago does not fix the penson of the widow of 
the commanding general of the Army or of a 
commander of the Navy at just the sum which 
Mrs. Berryman is now receiving—thirty dollars 
a month; and whether it does not fix the pension 
in this case at twenty-five dollars a month? 

Mr. HARRISON. My statement was, that 
under the law which is now in force, if Berryman 
had continued in the service a few days longer he 
would have been entitled toa pension of forty-five 
dollars a month. Whether the bill which passed 
this House a few days since will supersede the 
law now in force, will depend upon the action of 
the Senate. 

I have said all I desire upon the general question 
here presented, which is whether Congress ought 
to make any exception to the general provisions 
ofthe law. ‘Thisbody should not forget enernnt 
ing suitable rewards for peculiarly valuable and 
meritorious services operate as inducements for 
the performance of services of that character. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. Irise toa privileged mo- 
tion. I move that when the House adjourns to- 
day, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SARAIL F. BERRYMAN—AGAIN. 


Mr. LEARY. It is not my intention to say any- 
thing to the members of the House in relation to 
the intrinsic merits of the case now before us. The 
only interest I feel in this case arises from the fact 
that Mrs. Berryman, the widow of this officer, isa 
resident of my own city. I have not examined 
carefully into the merits of the case, but it is suf- 
ficient for me to say that the report which has been 
presented to the House by the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, shows a sufficient degree of merit 
in the case to entitle it to our favorable consider- 
ation. . 

If 1 understand correctly, the only effect of this 
bill will be to give to Mrs. Berryman five dollars 
more per month than she would have been entitled 
to provided her husband had continued in the ser- 
vice up to this time, and then had died. 

It seems to me that Congress is perfectly au- 
thorized to exercise, in all such cases as this, a 
large and liberal discretion. Whatever may be 
the tenor of the general law which exists upon 
the statute-book in reference to cases generally, 
an individual case is here presented to us show- 
ing extraordinary merits, and it is our right as 
well as our duty to take it out of the operation 
of the general law and give it that place which 
it eminently deserves. 

I wish merely to add here one fact in reference 
to this lady. In addition to the facts which have 
been stated by the committee in their report, and 
enlarged upon by members of that committee, that 
it was chiefly in consequence of the sterling in- 
tegrity and firmness of Lieutenant Berryman that 
the United States was secured in possession of 
Fort Pickens, I wish to state this additional fact, 
that this lady herself, although surrounded in the 
city of Baltimore, during the last twelve months, 
by social interests and influences in direct hos- 
tility to this Government, has preserved her own 
integrity and loyalty, has stood forward with un- 
faltering devotion to the flag and Government of 
the country, and maintained that position in spite 
of all influences brought to bear upon her. This 
case is eminently deserving of our favorable con- 
sideration, and I hope no successful opposition 
will be raised to this bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole upon the 
Private Calendar. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. By special assignment, to- 
day, after the morning hour, is set apart for the 
consideration of business from the Committee on 
Military Affairs. The morning hour has expired, 
and reports are in order from the Committee on 


Military Affairs. 
PAY OF SOLDIERS. 


Mr. DUNN, from the Committee on Military 
irs, reported back, with a recommendation 
tdo Eo a bill (H. R. No. 495) providing 

that the officers of volunteers shall be paid on the 








pay-rolls of the regiment or company to which 
they belong. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the off- 
| cers of volunteers shall be paid on the muster or 
pay-rolls of their companies, party, or detach- 
| ment, and not otherwise, except when such offi- 
| cers shall be upon detached service withouttroops, 
| or on leave of absence. 
| Mr. DUNN. The object of the bill is to secure 

to the soldiers more prompt paymentof the money 

due for their services. There is great complaint 

throughout the Army of negiect in the payment 
| of the soldiers, and it is believed that the delay is 
| in a great degree attributable to the neglect of the 
officers who prepare the pay-rolls. In this bill 
we connect the interest of the captain and officers 
with that of the privates, so that the officers can- 
not receive their pay unless the soldiers be also 
paid. I dentand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and beingengrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DUNN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
| the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SHIP CANAL. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported back, with an amend- 
ment, a bill (H. R. No. 288) to construct a ship 
canal for the passage of armed and naval vessels 
from the Mississippi river to Lake Michigan, and 
for other purposes. 

The amendment, in the nature of a substitute, 
was read, as follows: 





Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
so soon as the State of Illinois shall by conveyance, sat- 
isfactory to and approved by the Attorney General of the 
United States, transfer to and vest in the United States a 
clear and unincumbered title to the bed of the Illinois and 
Michigan canal, and the land over which the same passes, 
including its banks, margins, tow-paths, feeders, right of 
way, locks, dams, water-power structures, and all the prop- 
erty, right, title, and interest of the said State of Lllinois of, 
in, and to said canal, with the hereditaments and appur- 
tenances thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, 
that William H. Swift, now one of the trustees of the said 
Illinois and Michigan canal, together with a skillful and ex- 
perienced engineer in the topographical corps of the United 
States Army, te be designated by the Secretary of War, and 
a citizen of the State of Illinois, to be designated by the 
President of the United States, with authority, under the 
direction of the Secretary of War, to enlarge the Illinois 
and Michigan canal, and to improve the navigation of the 
Illinois and Des Plains rivers, in such a manner as to fur- 
nish a suitable and sufficient water communication for the 
gunboats and other naval and war vessels of the United 
States, between Lake Michigan and the Mississippi river, 
of the dimensions and in the mode hereafter provided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said commis- 
sioners shall forthwith make a caretul examination and sur- 
vey of the said canal and river, and determine upon a suit- 
able plan for the improvement aforementioned, which plan 
shall provide for the enlargement of said canal to a width 
of not less than one hundred and sixty feet, with locks of 
not less than three hundred and fifty feet in length and sev- 
enty-five feet in width, and for the improvement of said 
rivers in such manner as to insure asafe and uninterrupted 
water navigation between Lake Michigan ar the Missis- 
sippi river at all times during the season of navigation of 
gunboats, steamboats, naval and war vessels of the United 
States, and all other vessels not drawing over sik feet of 
water, which plan shall be submitted to the President of the 
United States for approval. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That upon the approval 
by the President of the United States of the plan of said 
improvement aforesaid, the said commissioners are hereby 
authorized tu construct the said improvement, according to 
said plan, under the direction of the Secretary of War, and 
to prosecute the same to completion with such dispatch as 
the nature of the work and the funds appropriated for that 
purpose from time to time by Congress shall permit. And 
the said commissioners shall make a report annually to the 
Secretary of War on the progress of said work, with esti- 
mates of the amount which will be required for the prose- 
cution of the same during the succeeding year ; and the Sec- 
retary of War shall include the amount so reported in the 
estimates for the expenditures of the War Department, and 
the same shall be provided for in the annual appropriations 
for such Department. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the said commis- 
sioners shall, under the direction of the Secretary of War 
have the exclusive control and management of the said 
canal and improvements, and shall have power to establish 
all needful rules and regulations concerning the use and 
navigation thereof, and to fix, alter, and modify the rates of 
toll upon said canal and rivers included in said improve- 
ment, and, under the direction of the Secretary of War, to 
employ such agents, engineers, surveyors, draughtsmen, 
collectors, and other persons, as they may judge necessary 
for the performance of the work hereby committed to them, 
with full power to enter upon, appropriate, use, and con- 
demn any lands, water streams, and materials of any de- 
scription necessary for the prosecution of the improvement 
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| contemplated by this bill: Provided, That when private 
} property shall be taken for such purpose the same shall be 
condemned and compensation made therefor in the manner 
now provided by the laws of the State of Ilinois. And it 
|| shall be the duty of such commissioners to cause all the 
| work done upon said improvements to be let to the lowest 
| responsible bidder at public lettings, of which es 
lic notice, by advertisement in the public newspapers, Shaft 
be given. 

Sec. 5, and be it further enacted, That the revenues de- 
rived from the said canal and river over and above the ex- 
penses of management, and of repairs and expenditures 
thereon, shall be paid into the Treasury ofthe United States 
and a separate account shall be kept of such receipts, @ 
the same shall be appropriated as follows : first, to the pay- 
ment of the interest and principal expended by the United 
States upon the said work ; second, to the payment to the 
State of Iinois of the entire amount, which was a charge 
upon the said canal at the time of the conveyance thereof 
to the United States, together with the interest thereof, 
which amount shall be paid to the Treasury of the United 
States, upon such vouchers, and under such regulations, as 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States shall 
direct. 

Sec. 6. and be it further enacted, That the said commis- 
sioners shall each receive such salary, not exceeding $3,000 
} per annum, as the Secretary of War shall, with respect to 
their respective duties and services, determine: Provided, 
That such additional compensation only shall be allowed 
to the said commissioners designated from the topographical 
corps as shall, by the Secretary of War, be deemed proper, 
and said commissioners shall respectively give bond for 
the faithful performance of their duties in such amount and 
upon such condition as the Secretary of Warshall prescribe. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That after the reim- 
bursement to the United States of the amount by them ex- 
pended, and to the State of Illinois of the said canal indebt- 
edness, as provided in section five, it shall be the duty of 
the President of the United States, upon the request of the 
Legislature of the State of Illinois, to transfer to said State 
of Illinois the said Iinois and Michigan canal, and the said 
improvements thereof, with a proviso to be attached to the 
said transfer that the said canal shall forever thereafter be 
om and free to the navigation of all the citizens of the 
United States, subject only to such tolls as should be neces- 
sary to keep the same in suitable repair, and defray the cur- 
rent expenses of its management, and subject to the further 
condition that the United States should have the right atall 
times to transport vessels of war, troops, and public prop- 
erty over said canal absolutely free from any toll or other 
charge whatsoever. . 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
brief explanation. 

Mr. ELY. | ask the gentleman fron# Missouri 
to yield to me for one moment. Lunderstand that 
the President of the United States has sent ina 
communication in reference to this bill, and [ask 
that the communication of the President may be 
read in connection with the bill. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. I rise to a question of or- 
der. The third section of this bill makes an ap- 
propriation, and the bill must, therefore, have its 
first consideration in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The substitute pro- 
posed by the Committee on Military Affairs strikes 
out the appropriation. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. The bill is before the House, and the 
amendments have nothing to do with the point of 
order. The bill is referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Then I move that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose 
of considering the bill now. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ihope not. This is private 
bill day. Let us go on with that business. 

The SPEAKER. This day has been set apart 
by special order for the consideration of business 
from the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I withdraw my mo- 
tion for the present. 

Mr. STEVENS. Isit in order to move to post- 
pone the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not now before 
the House. It isin the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, having been sent there 
ona point of order made by the gentleman from 
Rhode Island. The motion to go into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union is with- 
drawn. 

. CORPS OF ENGINEERS, ETC. 


Mr. DUNN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to promote the efficiency of 
the corps of engineers and of the commissary de- 
partment; which was read a first and second time. 

The first section of the bill provides that the 
corps of engineers and of opens hical engineers 
be united into one corps to be called the corps of 
engineers, and that the organization shall be as foi- 
lows: one brigadier general, four colonels, eight 
lieutenant colonels, sixteen majors, twenty-four 
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captains,twenty -fourfirstlieutenants,twenty-four || in force only during the existence of the present 





. | 
second lieutenants, one sergeant major, one . pi | 


termaster’s sergeant, and five companies o 
listed men, as provided by law. It further pro- 
vides that the relative rank of the officers of the 
cerpes shall be the same as before the passage of 
this act; the general officer hereby provided for, 
shall be appointed by selection from the commis- 
sioned officers of the corps; other vacancies shall 
be filled by regular promotion of the present offi- 


cers, and y graduates of the Military Academy || 
i 


who have heretofore been recommended by the 
academic board for the corps of engineers, the to- 


en- | 


pographical engineers, or the ordnance corps, or | 


who may be recommended to the Secretary of War 
for appointment by a board of engineer officers; 


and all vacancies hereafter occurring in the corps 
of engineers shall be filled only by graduates of 
the Military Academy, who have been recom- 


mended thereto by tue academic board. 
The second section provides that during the 
present war all officers of the corps of engineers 


who bave served two years, shall have the rank, | ; ; Thee 2 
‘ || those in the service, and that it is impossible that 


pay, and emoluments of captain; those who have 
served five years, the rank, pay, and emoluments 
of major; those who have served ten years, the 
rank, pay, and emoluments of lieutenant colonel; 
and those who have served twenty years, the rank, 
pay, and emoluments of colonel. 

The third section provides for the addition to the 
subsistence department of the Army, by regular 
promotion therein, of one brigadier general, who 
shall be commissary general of subsistence, one 
colonel, one lieutenant colonel, and two majors; 
the colonel and lieutenant colonel to be assistant 
commissary generals of subsistence; and that va- 
cancies in the above-mentioned grades shall be 
filled by regular promotion in said department. 

Mr. F. A.CONKLING. I would ask if the 
committee have any objection to the bill being 
printed and postponed fora day or two? 

Mr. DUNN. Ifan early day can be fixed for 
its consideration, certainly | have no objection to 
that cours@, 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING,. This is a very im- 
portant bill. 

Mr. DUNN. Itisvery difficult to get any meas- 
ure from our committee before the House. If the 
bill can be made a special order for Monday or 
Tuesday next, I will not object. 

Mr. F.A.CONKLING. It is the general de- 
sire of members that the bill should be printed; 
and I hope it will be postponed. 

Mr. DUNN. I ask, then, that the bill be made 
the special order for Tuesday next, after the morn- 
ing hour. 

The SPEAKER. There is a special order for 
that day. 

Mr. DUNN. Then, say Wednesday next, after 
the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. There is also a special order 
for that day. 

Mr. FENTON. I suggest to the gentleman that 
he simply move to postpone the bill, and that it 
be printed. 

Mr. DUNN. Very well; but I do not know 
that we shall reach it again this session. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
postponed, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DUNN. Lask that the bill be made the 
special order for Wednesday next. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object to making 


it a special order. 
VOLUNTEER MEDICAL FORCE. 


On motion of Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, by unan- 
imous consent, bill of the Senate No. 343, to pro- 
vide for an increase of the volunteer medical force, 
was taken from the Speaker’s table, and received 
its first and second readings. 

The bill was read. It provides that there shall 
be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, forty surgeons 
and one hundred and twenty assistant ouandine 
of voluateers, who shall have the rank, pay, and 
emoluments of officers of corresponding grades in 
the regular Army; provided, that no one shall be 
appointed to any position under this act unless he 
shall previously have been examined by a board 
of medical officers to be designated by the Secre- 
tary of War, and that vacancies in the grade of 
surgeon shall be filled by selections from the grade 
of assistant surgeon on the ground of merit only; 
and provided further, that this act shall continue 


/ 





rebellion. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 


two additional sections, as follows: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the office of brigade 
surgeon be, and the same is hereby, abolished, and the offi- 


volunteers, and shall in all other respects be put upon the 
same footing as to rank, pay, and emoluments with the sur- 
geons provided for by the first section of this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be added 
| to each volunteer regiment now in the service an assistant 


| surgeon, to be appointed according to the existing laws of | 


the several States providing for the appointment of regi- 
mental surgeons. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The Surgeon Gen- 
eral, and other gentlemen well acquainted with the 
medical affairs of the Army, think that it is abso- 
| lutely necessary that we should have a large ad- 
| dition to the medical force of the Army. I have 
| received information from the Surgeon General 
| that there are now four hundred physicians em- 

ployed in attendance upon our troops outside of 


| 
| 
| 


the sick and wounded shall be properly attended 
to without this additional force. 

The amendment, which abolishes the office of 
brigade surgeons, puts those surgeons upon the 
footing of regular Army surgeons, detaching them 
from the brigade. Itis thought that they can thus 
be made more useful. 

Mr. McPHERSON. This is a new provision 
suddenly brought before the House. I would like 
to ask the gentleman from Missouri a question 
with regard to the amendment proposed by the 
Committee on Military Affairs abolishing the of- 
fice of brigade surgeonand changing their position 
to that of surgeons in the regular Army. As I 
understand that proposition, it will affect the po- 
sition and pay of every brigade surgeon in our 
volunteer army. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Not their pay. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It affects neither 
their pay nor their position. The rank and pay 
are the same. 

Mr. McPHERSON. If I understand the laws 
as they now are, the pay of brigade surgeons dif- 
fers from that of the surgeons in the regular Army. 
The pay ofa surgeon in the regular Army depends 
upon whether he has served ten years in the Army 
or not. The pay of a surgeon who has served 
ten years is higher than that of one of five years’ 
standing. The pay of the brigade surgeons, of 
course, cannot be similar to the pay of the two 
different classes of the regular Army. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The only difference 
in the pay of surgeons is one dependent altogether 
on service rations. Every Army officer is entitled 
to service rations, depending on the number of 
years he has served. The pay of the Army sur- 
geon is fixed in the same way. That is all the 
difference, as I understand. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. I ask the gentleman from 
Missouri what the requirements in his bill are as 
to age? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. There is no require- 
mentas to age. Surgeons are required to pass an 
examination before the medical board as to their 
competency. 


Mr. TRIMBLE. What. is the requirement 
under the existing law ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The existing law 
requires that assistant surgeons shall be under 
thirty years of age. They get their promotions 
as surgeons regularly by vacancies, and have then 
to stand a second examination. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to state here that so 
reat has been the demand for surgeons, at least 
rom the Indiana regiments, for the last two 

months, that the Secretary of War, as I under- 
stand, has authorized the Gandenbe of Indiana to 
appoint two additional surgeons foreach regiment, 
making three surgeons in all, It has been under- 
stood, however, that no compensation will be paid 
to these additional surgeons; that they are to ren- 
der their services gratuitously, but that they shall 
receive their transportation and support during the 
time that they are actually engaged in discharging 
their duties. I understand that eighty surgeons 
have gone on these terms from the State of Indiana 
to the army in Tennessee. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of my colleague, [Mr. Dunn,] on the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to the subject, and to 
suggest whether, if this bill is to become a law, it 


| 
| 
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ought not to make provision for those cases. If 








_ the Secretary of War thought it necessary to au- 


_ thorize the 
on, Military Affairs, reported as an amendment | 


overnor of a State to appoint addi- 
tional surgeons, some provision ought to be made 
for their compensation., I have no doubt that 


most, if notall, of the surgeons who went from 


|| Indiana to the army in Tennessee after the battle 
cers of that corps shall be hereafter designated surgeons of | 


of Corinth were under the impression that the 
were to receive the ordinary compensation of ol 
ditional surgeons. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I think that that 
case can be very well provided for by some legis- 
lation appropriate to 1t; but it should not be in- 
serted here in a bill for a totally different purpose. 

Mr. McPHERSON. The point which I make 
is, that under our legislation of July last we pro- 
vided that each brigade should have a surgeon, 
who was to be the head of the medical department 
of that brigade. Under this bill, as | understand, 
all these brigade surgeons are made surgeons sim- 
ply, with the rank and pay.of surgeons in the reg- 
ular Army. Now, I believe that the pay of a sur- 
geon in the regular Army differs yy! materially 
from that of a brigade surgeon. A brigade sur- 
geon receives the pay of a major, stated in the reg- 
ulations at $189 per month. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. So does a surgeon 
in the Army. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Yes. A surgeon of ten 
years’ standing receives $225 a month, and a sur- 
geon of less, $189. The question of service rations 
enters into the subject. I suppose the brigade sur- 
geons receive the or of a major of cavalry. 

Mr. BLAIR, of. issouri. All the staff officers 
receive pay as cavalry officers. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Itoccurred to me that this 
bill changes the pay of these brigade surgeons. If 
it does not do so, it certainly destroys their office, 
repeals our legislation of July on this subject, very 
summarily disposes of a large number of officers, 
some of whom are very competent, and, ifitshould 
pass, will effect an entire revolution in the organ- 
ization of the medical department of the Army. 
I am not prepared to say whether it is desirable 
to effect that object. Iam not prepared to say 
whether our troops in the field—for the bill takes 
away from troops in the field a surgeon now guaran- 
tied to them, in the proportion of one to each brig- 
ade—can afford to dispense with the services of 
brigade surgeons. 1] am not at all certain that the 
passage of this bill will not be attended with great 
inconveniences, and while not being disposed to 
make any factious opposition, I desire to make 
these suggestions to the House. 

Mr. COLFAX. I have listened to the objec- 
tions of the gentleman from eae oe {Mr. 
McPuerson,] but I trust they will not avail to 
prevent the passage of this bill. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Iam in favor of the bill. 

Mr. COLFAX. In the first place, we certainly 
do need an increase in the medical corps of the 
Army. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Idesire to say that Iam 
in favor of that. It is only to the second section 
that I object. 

Mr. COLFAX. I have understood that we had 
wounded soldiers on the peninsula who had not 
their wounds attended to for a week. If that is 
the case it shows the necessity of this bill. We 
should, above all things else, provide amply for 
the sick and wounded men suffering in the cause 
of their country. I think that the suggestion of 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, in respect to brigade surgeons, is also a wise 
one. The matter should be under the control of 
the Surgeon General. Some brigades may not be 
in actual conflict, and may not have any pressing 
need of surgeons, while another brigade may have 
been in conflict, and may need the services of a 
large force of surgeons. 

While I am up, I desire to state a single word 
on another subject. I noticed a suggestion in the 
papers this morning, that the bill passed yester- 
day, punishing fraudulent contractors, 1s sub- 
stantially the bill which I proposed, The gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Barr] is entitled to the 
credit—and I give it to him here—of having sug- 
gested courts-martial for the trial of fraudulent 
contractors. I had sted civil courts, and 
the gentleman from Missouri suggested military 
courts. He is entitled to the credit of it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 
vious question on the amendment reported bythe 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
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main question ordered, — : 

Mr. BIDDLE. Is it in order to ask a division 
of the question ? 

The SPEAKER. It is one amendment, and 
the Chair does not see how it can be divided. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question recurred on ordering the bill to a 
third reading. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. I am informed that there is 
great difficulty experienced before the examining 
board, in respect to the question of age. It is sup- 
posed to be impossible to find competent men 
under the age of thirty years, and I suggest to the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
that the bill be amended so as to allow surgeons 
to be —— under the age of forty instead of 
thirty. I understand that a number of these med- 
ical cadets, who have been performing such ser- 
vice in the hospitals, are over the age of thirty 
yeare, some of them over thirty-five years of age. 

n consequence of their experience during the last 
year they are probably more competent than any 
other class of medical men whose services can now 
be procured. [understand that the Surgeon Gen- 


eral is anxious that they should be employed as | 


surgeons; but, in consequence of their age, they 
cannot come before the examining board. I there- 
fore move to amend by adding these words: 


Provided, That the surgeons appointed under this act | 


shall be under forty years of age. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ARMING OF FORT ADAMS. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Cornmittee 
on Military Affairs, reported back joint resolution 
(No. 79) tor arming Fort Adams; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


MILITARY EXPENSES IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back House bill (No. 508) to al- 
low and pay to the State of Missouri the amount 
of money expended by said State in the arming 


and paying of troops employed in the suppression | 


of insurrection against the laws of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


DEFENSE OF FORT SUMTER. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back the following resolutions, 
with the recommendation that they be adopted: 

Whereas the House of Representatives of the Congress of 
the United States have made no suitable acknowledgment 
of the services of Major Anderson and his gallant band at 
Fort Sumter and Charleston harbor; and whereas General 
Anderson’s bold and patriotic and fearless acts have been 
justified by this House; and whereas it is an appropriate 
custom to commemorate and perpetuate such worthy deeds 
by suitable medals for encouragement to the patriotic: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives hereby ex- 
presses its high sense of the services rendered by Major An- 
derson and his command to the cause of the nation and the 
Union by their fearless conduct and patient sufferings. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed who 
shall cause to be executed and presented to Major Ander- 
son and his officers and soldiers, who were at Fort Sumter, 
suitable medals, historic in character and appropriate in 
composition-—gold for officers, and silver for men. 

Mr. F.A.CONKLING. 1 move to refer these 
resolutions to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 


DELAWARE MILITARY EXPENSES. 


Mr. DUNN. I move to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of discharging the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar from the 
further consideration of House bill (No. 321) to 
indemnify certain citizens of the United States re- 
siding in the State of Delaware for expenses in- 
curred oy, them in defense of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules is notin order to-day. 

Mr. DUNN. I ask, then, the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to discharge the committee 
frouyghe consideration of this bill; and if they will 
perm me I will make a brief statement of the ob- 
jects of the bill. 
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The previous question was seconded, and the | Mr. FENTON. It isa private bill, I believe. 


Mr. DUNN. Itisa private bill reported by 
the Military Committee. 


| permit, to move that the rules be suspended, and 
|| that the House resolve itself into a Committee of | 


the Whole House on the Private Calendar. The 
bill a be reached in its regular order. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. There isa special order 


for to-day, and | object to going into committee | 


for the purpose of taking up the Private Calendar 
generally. 

Mr. COLFAX. I hope there will at least be 
no objection to allowing my colleague to make a 
statement in reference to this bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will suggest to my col- 
league that his explanation will be in orderin com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot receive 
suggestions. Is there objection to the gentleman 
from Indiana making a statement in reference to 
this bill ? 

No objection was made. 

Mr. DUNN. I will first ask that the bill may 
be read. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to pay to the Farmers’ Bank of 
the State of Delaware, at Dover, or the duly authorized 
agent thereof, the sum of $1,378, that being the sum of 
money, With the interest thereon, borrowed of said bank by 


Delaware, and by them expended for the enrolling, subsist- 
ing, clothing, and equipping company D ofthe first regiment 
of Delaware volunteers employed in aiding to suppress the 
present insurrection against the United States; and also to 
the Bank of Smyrna, at Smyrna, Delaware, or the agent 
thereof, the like sum of $1,378, that being the sum of money, 
with the interest thereon, borrowed of said last-mentioned 
bank by George W. Cummins and others, citizens of said 
State of Delaware, and by them expended for the enrolling, 
subsisting, clothing, and equipping company H of said first 
regiment of Delaware volunteers employed in said service 
as aforesaid. 


Mr. DUNN. The Committee on Military Af- 
fairs report an amendment, to strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert as follows: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to pay to the Farmers’ Bank of 
the State of Delaware, at Dover, or the duly authorized 
agent thereof, any amount not exceeding the sum of $1,378, 
borrowed of said bank by Alden B. Richardson and others, 
citizens of the State of Delaware, and by them expended 
for the enrolling, subsisting, clothing, and equipping of com- 


pany D of the first regiment of Delaware volunteers em- | 


ployed in aiding to suppress the present insurrection against 
the United States; and also to the Bank of Smyrna, at 
Smyrna, Delaware, or the duly authorized agent thereof, an 
amount not exceeding the sum of $1,378, borrowed of said 
last-mentioned bank by George W. Cummins and others, 
citizeys of said State of Delaware, and by them expended 
for the enrolling, subsisting, clothing, and equipping com- 
pany H of said first regiment of Delaware volunteers em- 


ployed in said service as aforesaid: Provided, That said | 
Secretary shall pay only so much of the expenditures afore- | 


said as, upon examination, he shall be satisfied were prop- 
erly made. 


Mr. DUNN. The Committee on Military Af- 
fairs have made a report upon this bill which will 
explain the bill more fully perhaps than I could do 
in the time it will require to read it. I ask that 
the report may be reatl. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
House bill No. 321, to indemnify certain loyal citizens of 
the State of Delaware for expenses incurred by them in de- 
fense of the United States, beg leave to report: 

Upon the issuing of the proclamation of the President of 
the 15th of April, 1861, calling upon the several States to fur- 
nish troops to aid in the suppression of the rebellion, efforts 
were made by the loyal citizens of the State of Delaware to 
induce the Governor of that State to convene the General 
Assembly, for the purpose of providing for the raising, arm- 
ing, and equipping the regiment of three months’ volunteers 
which was asked of Delaware. The Governor refused to 
call the Legislature together, and there was not at that time 
even one organized company of volunteers or militia in the 
State, except some three or tour companies whick had been 
organized a few weeks before the storming of Fort Sumter, 
and immediately after the return home of Chancellor Dick- 


inson, of Mississippi, who had been sent by the confeder- | 


ates to address the Legislature of the State of Delaware, 
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|| out of the city funds. The two companies, for the raising 
| and clothing of which partial indemnity only is now asked, 


} 





| Alden B. Richardson and others, citizens of the State of | 


——————— 


| 


se — 7 —— 
—— 


were raised in Kent county. They were recruited at great 


| expense, Which was borne by private contributions ; and 


Mr. FENTON. I desire, if the gentleman will || 


| the money which Congress is now asked to appropriate was 








and to invite her coiperation with the seceding States. | 


These companies had been provided with arms of the most | 


approved pattern—long-range rifles, which were drawn froin | 


the General Government upon an order from the Executive 
of the State of Delaware. 

The loyal people of the State, seeing there was no other 
mode of responding to the demand of the President fora 


regiment of infantry to be furnished by the State, deterin- | 
ined to raise and clothe it from their own private means. | 


The authorities of the city of Wilmington took the lead in | 


this work of patriotism, and provided for several companies | 


borrowed of the Farmers’ Bank at Dover and the Bank of 
Smyrna, to provide clothing and rations for the companies 
until they could be mustered into the United States service. 
Bonds were executed to those banks by several individuals, 
all of whom had contributed money for the recruiting of the 
companies. ‘Those bonds are unpaid, and Congress is now 
asked to provide for their payment that the individuals may 
be relieved. It is believed that, if the sums asked for shale 
be paid, (being about one thousand four hundred dollars to 
each company,) it would be a small sum for the raising anc 
equipping a company. 

The committee therefore report back bill No. 321, witha 
recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. DUNN. It will be seen that when the Pres- 
ident called upon the State of Delaware for her 


| quota of troops at the commencement of the pres- 


ent rebellion, the State organization was mainly in 
the hands of persons opposed to the General Gov- 
ernment, and that most of the military companies 
in the State which were armed were sympathizers 
with the rebels. 

Under these circumstances, a few patriotic citi- 
zens on their own account undertook to raise a 
regiment in the State of Delaware, and it is to re- 
munerate them for a part of the expenses that this 
bill is now introduced, 

We passed a general act in regard to the ex- 
penses incurred by the different States for arming 
and equipping their troops in the figld, butas these 
expenses were not incurred by the State organi- 
zation, but by persons in their individual capacity, 
the general law is not applicable to this case, and 
a special act is therefore necessary to reimburse 
these expenses. 

Gentlemen will observe that the whole matter is 
referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, who, 
upon examination of the accounts, is to pay only 
what was properly and actually expended, not ex- 
ceeding the amount which is stated. | hope there 
will be no objection to discharging the committee 
from the farther consideration of the bill, and to 
putting it on its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The question is first upon 
the motion of the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Fenton] that the rules be suspended and that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the W hole 
House on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. DUNN. I now ask that the committee may 
be discharged from the bill I have named. 

No objection being made, the bill was brought 
before the House for action upon it. 

Mr. DUNN demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DUNN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ILLINOIS SHIP CANAL, 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. During the ses- 
sion of to-day House bill No. 288, for the con- 
struction of a ship canal for the passage of armed 
naval vessels from the Mississippi river to Lake 
Michigan, and for other purposes, was, upon 
objection being made to its consideration in the 
House, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. The gentleman who 
made the objection informs me that he is willing 
to withdraw it upon condition that it be pecan 
until some day, and made a special order. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I must object. Such a 
bill as that ought to have full consideration in the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I move, then, to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was referred. 

The SPEAKER. The vote could be reconsid- 
ered; but upon objection being made that the bill 
makes an appropriation, it would again go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I hope the gentle- 
man from Kentucky will not object to allewing 
this bill to be made a special order for Thursday 
of next week. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest that 
the bill is a special order for to-day. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 1 hope the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky will withdraw his objec- 
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tion and allow this bill to be postponed, to be con- | 
sidered in the House on some future day. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. If the House is determ- 
ined to pass this bill, my vote will not stop it, and 
gentlemen may take any course they choose with it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House ac- 





| the Committee on Military Affairs to ask that they 


|| be discharged from the further consideration of a 


| resolution of the City Council wih 5 mY satay rel- 
ative to fitting out an armed expedition from that 

city, and the oo of the late workmen at Har- 

per’s Ferry, Virginia, praying for the continua- 

tion of the United States armory at that place; 

| and that they be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL OATH FOR JURORS. 





cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Pue.ps, 
of Missouri, in the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of House bill No. 288, for the con- 
struction of a ship canal for the passage of armed 
naval vessels from the Mississippi river to Lake 
Michigan, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask that the first 
reading of the bill may be dispensed with. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I ask that the bill 
may be read. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Iilinois. 1 suggest to the 
gentleman from New York that he will probably 
withdraw his request for the reading of the bill if 
he understands that the intention is to move that 
the committee rise and reportthis bill to the House 
with the recommendation that it be postponed until 


some future day, and to place it in a condition | 


where it may receive fulland ample consideration. 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I withdraw my re- 


quest for that purpose. 


Mr. POTTER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate bill No. 28], prescribing an additional oath to 
be taken by grand and petit jurors serving in the 
United States courts, in order that it may now be 
puton its passage. I am informed by a gentleman 


that the criminal court will meet next week, and 


now. 

There was no objection; and the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

Mr. POTTER demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered toa third reading; and 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. POTTER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 





Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move that the com- 
mittee rise and report the bill to the House. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Puexps, of Missouri, re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had the 
Union generally under consideration, and particu- 
larly the bill of the House No, 288, and had in- 
structed him to report the same to the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled bills of the follow- 
ing titles; to which the Speaker thereupon affixed 
his signature: 

An act (S. No. 279) providing for the election 
of jurors to serve in the several courts in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; and 

An act (8S. No. 193) to repeal that part ofan act 
of Congress that prohibits the circulation of bank 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars in 
the District of Columbia. 


ILLINOIS SHIP CANAL——AGAIN. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move that the bill 
be made a special order for Thursday next after 
the morning hour. 

Mr.SEDGWICK. I object to its being made 
a special order for any day during next week. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move, then, that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
until Tuesday week. 

The motion was agreed to, 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I am instructed b 
the Committee on Military Affairs to report back 
Senate bill No. 217, to encourage enlistments in 
the regular Army of the United States, and for 
other purposes, with an amendment. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I hope the gentle- 
man from Missouri will not press that bill to its 
passage at this time. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will not, unless 
it is the pleasure of the House todo so. Itisa 
very important measure. Originally it was sim- 
ply for the purpose of encouraging enlistments in 
the regular Army of the United States, but the 
Senate added to it three or four other bills. If it 
is the desire of the House to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject, I will not object. 

Mr. F.A.CONKLING. I move that the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject be postponed 


until this day week, and that it be ordered to be | 


printed. I noticed by the reading of the bill that 

it involves very important propositions, and I 

think that it ought to be printed, and time af- 

forded to members for its careful consideration. 
The motion was agreed to, 


ARMED EXPEDITION FROM PHILADELPIIIA, ETC, 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I am directed by 


pe 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
CHARLES L. NELSON. 


Mr. WALTON asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate bill No. 341, for the relief of Charies L. Nel- 
son, and that it be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


the Committee of Claims. 
OFFENSES AGAINST MILITARY LAW. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Under a resolution of the 
House that the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to report to the House, on Friday morn- 
ing next, a bill providing that courts-martial shall 
not hereafter sentence to the penitentiary any per- 
son for an offense against military law, and pro- 
viding for the discharge of the persons now held 
in the penitentiary by virtue of commitments made 
by such courts for offenses not made infamous by 
the common law, I ask leave to report the bill in- 
dicated, and to move that it beprinted, and recom- 
mitted. 


time, and recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. ; 


SUITS AGAINST SURETIES OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. COLFAX, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, submitted communications 
in reference to the extension of time within which 
sureties of postmasters may be sued; which were 
ordered to oe printed, and recommitted. 


WILLIAM Il. VAN HORN. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, made an 
adverse report in the case of William H. Van 
Horn, postmaster at Greensburg, Indiana; which 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


OBJECTION DAY. 


Mr. FENTON. I move, by the unanimous 
consent of the House, that this day, in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar, be made objection day. 

There was no objection; and it was so ordered. 

Mr. FENTON moved to go into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| 


the Whole House on the Private Calendar, (Mr. 
Epwarps in the chair.) 

| The CHAIRMAN stated that the call would 
| begin where it was left off on the last objection 
day. 

| J. J. LINTS. 

‘| A bill( H.R. No.2) for the relief of J.J. Lints. 
|| ‘The bill provides that the Secretary of the 








any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 





So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 


Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed, out of 
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priated, to pay toJ. J. Lints the sum of $1,289 33, 


connected with the legal profession in this city | 


being in full for his services as custodian of the 
public property at Erie, Pennsylvania, from the 
Sth of April, 1857, to the 6th of December, 1858, 


| inclusive, 





There was no objection; and the bill was taken | 
up, read a first and second time, and referred to 


The bill was received, read a first and second | 


| 





Itappears from the report, which was read, that 
in 1835 Mr. Lints was appointed local agent and 


|| engineer for the improvement of the harbor at 


Erie, Pennsylvania,ata compensation of $120 per 
month, by Colonel Abert, corps of topographical 
engineers, with the approval of the Secretary of 
War. When the appropriation for the work be- 
came so far exhausted as to render it necessary to 
suspend operations, Mr. Lints was continued in 
service as custodian of the public property per- 
taining to the harbor, at a reduced compensation 
of two dollars per day. He now claims $1,289 33 
compensation for his services as custodian from 


| the 8th of April, 1857, to the 10th of September, 
that it is important this bill should be acted on || See Ed ple Feige tonal 


1859, inclusive, no part of which, he avers, has 
ever been paid him. The correctness of the ac- 
count is admitted by the officer in charge of har- 
bor improvements on the lakes, and by Colonel 
| J.J. Abert, of the Bureau of Topographical En- 
gineers, whose report accompanies the papers of 
the petitioner. He received no pay after the 8th 
of April, 1857, because the appropriation for the 
improvement of the harbor at Erie had been ex- 
hausted previous to that date. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


MICHAEL NASH. 


A bill (H. R. No. 408) for the relief of Michael 
Nash, of the District of Columbia. [Objected to 
| by Mr. F. A. Conkuina.] 


JACOB HALL. 


A bill (H. R. No. 410) for the relief of Jacob 
Hall. [Objected to by Mr. F. A. Conxuine.] 


INDIAN CLAIMS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 172) providing for the ex- 
amination of claims for Indian depredations in the 
Territory of New Mexico. [Objected to by Mr. 
F. A. Conkuine.] E 


REIMBURSEMENT TO CITIZENS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 331) to indemnify certain cit- 
izens of the United States, residing in the State of 
Delaware, for expenses incurred by them in de- 
fense of the United States. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not see why the laws 
now in force do notreach this case. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. There is no report 


in the case, and I object. 
PANAMA RAILROAD COMPANY. 


A bill (H.R. No. 428) for the relief of the pres- 
ident and directors of the Panama Railroad Com- 

any. 
7 The bill provides thatthe Secretary of the Treas- 
ury be instructed to pay to the president and di- 
rectors of the Panama Railroad Company the sum 
of $7,475, in full of all claims of said company on 
| the United States for the transportation of certain 
persons from Panama to New York, by agree- 





ment with Commodore Mervine. 

It appears from the report that three hundred 
and four of Walker’s men, mostly citizens of the 
United States, in a destitute condition, were sent 
by Commodore Mervine, in 1857, to the United 
States, by the Panama Railroad Company, he 
drawing tis bill upon the Navy Department for 
$7,475. The bill was neither accepted, paid, nor 

rotested, as there was no appropriation applica- 

le to it. The act of Commodore Mervine was, 
however, approved by the Department, and an ap- 
propriation recommended to meet the claim, as will 
more fully appear in Executive Document No. 24, 
of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, and again set forth 
in a report of the Naval Committee, No. 544, first 
session of the Thirty-Sixth Congress, when a bill 
was reported for payment of the amount of said 
bill for transportation, namely , $7,475, with inter- 
est from the 10th day of June, 1857. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 

HERMAN J. ELE. 

A bill (H. R. No. 429) granting a pension to 
Herman J. Ehle. 

The bill provides that the Secretary of thgIn- 
terior be authorized and directed to place the fame 
of Herman J. Ehle on the invalid pension rolls of 
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month, to commence on the 5th day of March, 
1860, and continue during his natural life. 
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the United States, at the rate of fifteen dollars per | 


It appears from the report that Mr. Ehle, now 
aged sixty-five years, served as first lieutenant in 
the company of riflemen commanded by Captain 
William Jenkins, in the one hundred and thirty- 
eighth regiment and eleventh brigade of the 
militia of the State of New York, commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel George H. Nellis, in the war 
with Great Britain in 1812. He was ordered 
into the service of the United States and did join 
his company of riflemen on the 7th day of Septem- | 
ber, 1814,and marched with said company toSack- | 
ett’s Harbor, and continued in actual service of 
the United States until the 29th of September, 
1814; and while in camp, in the discharge of his | 
duty, being exposed to the cold and wet, was, 
on or about the 20th of September, 1814, taken 

| 
| 


sick with dysentery and the piles so severely that 
his life was despaired of; that on or about the 
29th of September, 1814, the surgeon of the regi- 
ment, Dr. Teahes Webster, ordered petitioner to 
be sent home, and he wasaccordingly discharged, 
sick and disabled, and sent home in a covered 
wagon. Petitioner was a well man previous to said 
sickness; that the said sickness was not the effect 
of any vicious conduct on his part, and arose 
solely from great exposure. Since that time his 
health has been constantly impaired; he is wholly 
incapable of performing manual labor, and is 
greatly afflicted with frequentattacks of the same 
disease. He has received a bounty land warrant 
from the Department; that the reason he did not | 
apply sooner was, that he did not know till re- | 
cently of the act of Congress granting pensions to 
the militia, passed April 24, 1816. e petitions 
to receive the benefit of the act passed April 24, 
1816, and to be placed on the pension rolls at the 
pay of a first lieutenant. His application to the | 
Pension Office for a pension was rejected on the | 
ground ‘‘that the muster-roll of his company upon | 
which his name is found furnishes no evidence of 
disability alleged to have been incurred while in 
the service.”’ 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 


HEIRS OF BARBARA WALKER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 430) for the relief of Amanda 
Batts, Laura P. W. Young, and Betsey Murdock, 
heirs of Barbara Walker. 

The bill provides that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury of the United States be authorized and in- | 
structed to pay, out of any moneys not otherwise | 
re to Amanda Batts, Laura P. W. | 

oung, and Betsey Murdock, heirs of Barbara 
Walker, the deceased widow of Gideon Walker, 
the sum of $510, being the amount of a pension 





granted upon Barbara Walker’s application, and 
remaining unpaid. 

It appears from the report that Barbara Walker- 
was the widow, now deceased, of Gideon Walker, 
who died in the service of the United States during 
the war of 1812; thatthe mother of said petitioners, 
the said Barbara Walker,was entitled to a half-pay 
ge by the laws of the United States, and made 
her application for said pension before Allen D. 
Scott, Esq.,surrogate of the countyofCattaraugus, 
in the State of New York, on or about the month of 
February, 1859, which was immediately forwarded 
tothe Department at Washington, and which re- 
mained on file until the 9th day of May, 1859,when 
a certificate was issued granting a pension to said 
Barbara Walker of $8 50 per month from the 3d 
day of February, 1853, to the 3d day of February, 
1858. On that certificate was indorsed, in red ink, 
** amount due on this certificate, per Pension Office 
calculation, $510.’ The evidence further shows 
that the said Barbara Walker, after making her 
application as above stated, died on the 7th day 
of March, 1859, leaving the said petitioners her 
only children and heirs; that they applied to the 
Pension Office for the pension above mentioned 
in said certificate, as the heirs of their deceased 
mother, and were informed that the payment was 
refused. The Commissioner of Pensions refuses 
to pay the same on the ground that the widow died 
before her application was granted. The petition- 
ers allege that the pension was all due when the 
application was made; that the applicant had then 
complied with all the law required her to do, and 
the pemsion certificate was granted upon that ap- 
plication; that the pension was due the applicant, 
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ment, and that he has never received any com- 
pensation for said services, excepta land warrant 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land. The 
petitioner alleges that he was in good health and 
easy circumstances at the close of the war, and 
for that reason did not present his claim to the 
Government for compensation; but that he is now 
aged, infirm, and poor, and in great need of the 
relief prayed for. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I would inquire in what 
State these services were rendered. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, The services were 
rendered in the State of Illinois, and the petitioner 
is now a resident of that State. I know him per- 
sonally, and know him to be a meritorious man. 
He is in indigent circumstances, and I think we 
ought to pay him this just claim, 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
_ tion that it do pass. 


WASHINGTON INFIRMARY. 
A bill (H. R. No. 449) for the relief of the assist- 


ant surgeons, medical cadets, sisters of charity, 
and servants, sufferers by the burning of the 
Washington Infirmary on the night of November 
3, 1861. 
The bill, which was read, authorizes and requires 
| the Second Auditor of the Treasury to ascertain 
and determine the amount of property lost by each 
| of the assistant surgeons, medical cadets, and the 
sisters of charity, and female servants employed 
in the Washington Infirmary at the time of ite 
| conflagration, which cemuesol a the night of the 
| 3d of November, 186], and the amount so determ- 
| ined, not exceeding in the aggregate $1,835, shall 
be paid, out of any money in the Treasury not 
| otherwise appropriated, to the claimants respect- 
| ively. 
No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, 
o be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
ion that it do pass. 


ROBERT B. BRADFORD. 
A bill CH. R. No. 367) for the relief of Robert 
B. Bradford. [Objected to by Mr. F. A. Conx- 
LING. ] 





and was in the nature of a vested right to the | 
amount granted, which, on her death, is equitably | 
due to her heirs. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that itdo pass. | 
ZINA WILLIAMS. 

A bill (H. R. No. 431) for the relief of Zina 
Williams. 

The bill provides that the Secretary of the In- | 
terior be authorized and directed to place the name | 
of Zina Williams, of the State of New York, upon | 
the invalid pension list, at the rate of eight dollars | 
wl month, commencing on the 4th day of Decem- || 

er, 1858, to continue during his natural life. 

It appears from the report that Zina Williams | 
was called into the service in the war of 1812, so | 
called, in September, 1814, from Montgomery 
county, New York, and marched to Sackett’s 
Harbor, New York, where he was on duty with- 
out shelter, sleeping upon the ground; sickness | 
orevailed in camp; and on the Ist of October, 1814, 
bs was taken sick of the prevailing camp disease, 
and was sentto the hospital, where he was attended | 
bytwosurgeons. His sickness settled into a fever; 
his friends sent for him, and with difficulty carried 
him home on a bed; the was confined to his bed 
eighteen months; the fever concentrating in his 
left hip, causing great pain and contraction of the 
muscles, resulting in almost the entire loss of the | 
use of the left leg; the disability continuing from | 
that time to the present, and of a nature incurable; 
that he is a farmer, a sober, temperate, prudent 
man, and is clear from any charge of imprudence 
or exposure as the cause of the continuation of his | 
disability. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass. 

IIIRAM PAULDING. 

A bill (H.R. No. 432) for the relief of Commo- 
dore Hiram Paulding. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and requires 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Commo- 
dore Hiram Paulding, of the United States Navy, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise | 
appropriated, the sum of $1,200, it being for his | 
expenses incurred in defending himself against a || 
suit brought against him for taking Charles Me- || 


Donald (one of William Walker’s followers) from 1 A bill (H.R. No. 451) for the relief of Andrew 


- = 


ANDREW TEMPLETON. 


M E : 5 ‘so ta || Lempleton. 
the steamer Morgan, at San Juan del Norte, in | Mr. F. A.CONKLING. Thisisaclaim bya 
Nicaragua, and sending him on board the United “hee . . > 
> S. . P sor = 2 Ty .- || soldier who alleges that he was in the battle of 
States ship Saratoga, in 1857, the said Paulding || 7 : «D eeteha’ “¥ 
: . > . © || Plattsburg. Ihave heard withina few days, from 
being at the time flag officer in command of the i? gg : ad sn] 
- eer . the highest responsible quarter, that the late Secre- 
home squadron, and acting in the line of his duty. a r . 
oy. |, tary of the Interior stated that pensions had been 
Mr. HOLMAN. I would inquire of the gentle- , re | ; 
ve || granted to over twenty thousand persons who 
man who reported this bill whether the fact was | eee ; F eo 
. . : || served in the battle of Plattsburg. Now, I believe 
clearly established before the Committee on Naval || -, . f Serre : 
Rihiin dunt thie emoant of Canenes wea incatred || © 12 % Bette of history that no more than eight 
te eee ae a || thousand persons were engaged in that battle. 1 
in making that defense, and whether that defense | : . ws 
S . shall therefore object to this bill. 
was made under authority of the Government? 
Mr. SEDGWICK. The defense was made un- UNITED STATES CONSUL AT TAMPICO. 
der re - the ene and a Cee A bill (H. R. No. 453) to increase temporarily 
merely covers the amount paid to counsel, and not || the salary of the United States consul at Tampico. 
the personal expenses of Commodore Paulding. [Objected to by Mr. Homan. ] 
It includes merely the cost of attending to the suit 
a eh eonkt BAND OF AN ILLINOIS REGIMENT. 
Mr. HOLMAN. And the meney was paid by A bill (H. R. No. 464) to pay the band of the 
Commodore Paulding? || fifteenth regiment of Illinois volunteers, 
Mr. SEDGWICK. It was. The bill was read. ; 
No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, || Mr. McPHERSON. I would inquire why this 
to be reported to the House with the recommend- || regiment was not paid when it was disbanded ? 
ation that it do pass. Mr. RICHARDSON. The petition states the 
reason why they were not paid. 
JOSEPH PADDOCK. 
. | Mr. F. A. CONKLING. [ call for the read- 
A bill (H. R. No. 448) for the relief of Joseph || ing of the petition. a nets 
Paddock. — Se he CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed 
Pm oe ye a Peary aes of $500 ~ — | that the petition is not in the hands of the Clerk at 
solonel Joseph Paddock, late commandant of || present. 
the fifth regiment of Indiana militia, out of any || Mr. RICHARDSON. Without the papers I 
| 


money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- || cannot state all the facts; but I will say itis a se? 
ated, for services in the Indian war of 1810 and || clear case that they are entitled to their pay. [f 


1811, and the war of 1812 with Great Britain. my memory serves me right, there was some little 
From the report it appears that said Paddock | technicality about the manner in which they were 

was appointed lieutenant colonel and colonel com- || mustered into the service. Pay was refused them 

mandant of the fifth regiment of Indiana militia || because they were not correctly mustered into the 

by then Governor William Henry Harrison, and || service. They nowask for pay for the time they 

as such commandant served in the Indian war of | performed duty. I think that is all there is in the 

1810 and 1811, and the war of 1812 with Great = case, 

Britain. That during the term of four years he || Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I prefer that the bili 

was in actual service or held himself in readiness | should go over, and therefore f object. 

for action wherever duty might call him. That |, CREW OF THE SHIP NIGHTINGALE. 


the soldiers who served under him received pay | Sais : ‘ 
for services on his certificate of service as appears || A bill (H. R. No. 478) for the relief of certain 
from evidence furnished from the proper Depart- | ofthe crew of the ship Nightingale. 





| 
| 
| 

















The bill which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Trensury to pay, from any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Charles 


Smith, Andrew Laird, John Lord, William Smith, 
and Antonio Frank, $37 50 each, and to Robert 
Rrent thirty dollars, in fall, for their services on 

{the ship Nightingale in her late voyage from 
Liverpool to the coast of Africa. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. I havea rough draft of a 
ortin my hand. This isa vessel about which 
cot deal has been said and published. The 

rew enlisted in Liverpool in October, 1860, at a 
cified rate £2 10, fora pretended voyage from 
Liverpool to the East Indies, Op the 20th of April 
following, this vessel was arrested by the United 
ites sloop-of-war Saratoga, on the coast of Af- 
rica for being engaged in an unlawful voyage, and 

e was sentto New York witha part of the crew. 

Proceedings were instituted against the Nightin- 

, al d she was condemned as having been en- 
1 in the slave trade. A part of the crew sent 
in the bark were paid off. The court which 


had jurisdiction of the case decreed that the crew 
} 


note 


the bark, A part of the crew were detained upon 
the coast of Africa by the Saratoga, but afterwards 
they arrived in New York. They came, however, 
too late ’ 
the bark, as that had already been distributed and 
t portion paid into the Treasury of the United 
States. These persons petition that they may be 
paid, A part of the petitioners shipped under as- 
sumed names. As this was an illicit voyage, and 
shipping articles were sworn to by the cap- 
tain, the committee thought that was evidence 
enough to show that the persons who shipped un- 
der assumed names had knowledge of the illicit 


NS 


as the 


character of the voyage, and that therefore, ac- | 


cording to well known rules of law, they were 
entitied to no pay. The committee consequently 
reported against paying them anything. 
however, reported in favor of paying the persons 
named in the bill the amounts therein named. The 
amount was justly due, and the courts of New 
York would have allowed and paid it, as appears 
by the certificate of the district attorney of the 
district of New York. 

No objection being made, the bill waslaid aside, 
to be re 
tion that it do pass. 


J. W. NYE. 


iould be paid out of the proceeds of the sale of 


to receive their pay from the proceeds of 


They, } 


j 


‘Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that when the 


| services are rendered, and the surveys completed, 


it will be time enough to make the appropriation. 
Mr. TRIMBLE. Is there not a report accom- 
panying the bill? 
The CHAIRMAN. There is not. 
Mr. TRIMBLE. I investigated this case, and 


|| I will state thatit isa claim for services rendered 


| sion that the bill was accompanied by a aoe 


in excess of the appropriation, | think, in 1860; 
but | am not certain about the year. The work 
was done under the direction of the surveyor gen- 
eral of Oregon, and this bill was prepared by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and is 
recommended by him. I was under the impres- 

Mr. HOLMAN. 


I suggest to the gentleman 


| from Ohio that in making an appropriation it is 
| well enough to make it specifically and for the 


exact sum. This sum is to be subject to certain 


| drawbacks and deductions based upon services to 


be rendered hereafter. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
bill? 
Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that this cor- 


Is there objection to the 


| rection ought to be made before we make the ap- 


| Oregon. 


ported to the House with a recommenda- | 


A bill (H.R. No. 298) for the payment of the 


claim of J. W. N ye, assignee of Peter Bargy, jr., 
and Hugh Stewart. [Objected to Mr. F. A. Conx- 
LING. |} fn 

Ww. J. GILBERT. 


A bill (H.R. No. 481) for the relief of W. J. 
Gilbert, was taken up and read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There are agreat many claims 
of this class, and general legislation Is necessary 
in regard to them. I therefore object to the con- 
sideration of the bill at this time. 


L. F. CARTER. 

A bill (S. No. 207) for the relief of L. F. Car- 
ter for services rendered in surveying the public 
lands in the State of Oregon. 

‘The bill authorizes the Commissioner of the 


General Land Office to pay to L. F. Carter the | 


sum of $3,033 50, for services performed in sur- 
veys of the public lands in the State of Oregon in 
excess of his contract with the surveyor general 
of Oregon, dated October 14, 1860, and appropri- 
ates that amount out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated; provided that 
before any payment is made the work performed 
by said Carter shall be tested in the field by actual 
examination thereof, under the direction of the 


surveyor general of Oregon, and any correction | 
made necessary to make it conformable to the | 
laws of the United States and the instructions gov- | 


erning the surveys of the public lands at the ex- 
pense of the said Carter, and the balance only of 
said appropriation paid him after deducting said 
expense of inspection and correction, if needed, 
and when the certifieate of the surveyor general 
of Oregon is filed with the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office that said survey is complete 


according to the law and regulations governing | 


public surveys. 

‘The Committee on Public Lands reported the 
bill with a amendment to insert, in line fourteen, 
afier the word “ thereof,’’ the words ** made after 
the passage of this act,”* 





ropriation. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. The corrections have been 
made, or the examinations have been made, under 
the superintendence of the surveyor general of 
But in order to satisfy the Committee 
on Public Lands that it has been properly done, 
we propose the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to know 
if there is any objection to the bill? 

Mr. HOLMAN, Ido not object, if ] can make 
an additional inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN, Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I presume the House will 
allow me to ask a question. I desire to know how 
the surveys happened to becarried ontoanamount 
beyond the appropriation. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. The surveyors in the field, 
under the direction of the surveyor general of Ore- 
gon went on and performed certain work, and it 
was ascertained afterwards that the work done in 
that district exceeded the appropriations for that 
year, and of course the Department could not pay 
for it having exhausted the appropriation. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I object to the bill. 
REV. WILLIAM B. MATCHETT. 


A bill (H. R. No. 483) for the relief of Rev. 
William B. Matchett. 

The bill directs that there be paid to William 
B. Matchett, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $681, in 
full for his services as chaplain of the tenth regi- 
ment of New York volunteers from the 30th day 
of April, 1861, to the 3d day of December 1861. 

The report was read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think this man ought to be 
paid, but | think, at the same time, as cases have 
occurred in almost every regiment in the service 
where persons have actually rendered services to 
the Government in some capacity in an irregular 
way, that it is equitable and just to the whole 
country to let such persons stand on the same 
footing, and leta general law be passed embracing 
the whole of this large class of cases. Itis only 
upon that ground that | object to the bill. 


J.B. MERWIN. 


A bill (H. R. No. 484) for the relief of J. B. 
Merwin. [Objected to by Mr. F. A. Conkxine.]} 


JAMES POOL. 


An act (S. No. 220) for the relief of James Pool. 
[Objected to by Mr. Hurcuiys.) 


REPRESENTATIVES OF REV. J. E. MARTIN. 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Rev. J. E. Martin, deceased. 


Mr. HOLMAN. That bill was considered in 
the House this morning, and I object to it. 


BAND OF ILLINOIS REGIMENT. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. lIask now to take up 
bill of the House (No. 464) to pay the band of the 
fifteenth regiment of Illinois volunteers, and with 
the permission of the House I will make a short 
statement with regard to it. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. On the 12th of Septem- 
ber this band was mustered into the service. They 


were ordered into the field from their camp on the 
When they applied for 


8th or 9th of October. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


— 
eee 


a 


June 13, 


their pay they were refused pay because they had 


not been sworn in by the proper mustering officer, 
Their services, however, were still accepted, and 
under the orders of General Thomas they were 
disbanded after they had served some months in 
the State of Missouri. The bill proposes to pay 
them for the time they were actually in the ser- 
vice. It was no fault of theirs that they were not 
properly sworn in. They were sworn in by an 
officer who they believed in good faith had power 
to master them in, and they performed this service 
without receiving a dollar from the Government. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois whether the case of these parties is not 
covered by the general bill which we passed, pro- 
viding for compensating all persons actually en- 
gaged in the military service in the department of 
the West, although not regularly mustered into 
service? I understand that the provisions of that 
bill have since been extended to the other military 
departments of the Government. Under those bills 
persons of exactly this class are entitled to com- 
pensation. I desire to say, in addition, as there 
is a vast number of claims of this description, that 
if those provisions are not broad enough, it is cer- 
tainly very desirable that a general bill should be 
yassed covering all these cases fn which services 
iave actually been rendered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The general bill does 
not reach this case, as I understand it. If there 
are other cases, it is better that they should be 
acted upon, each on its own merits. These broad, 
comprehensive bills, designed to cover everything, 
cover many cases that have no merit. | hope the 
gentleman from Indiana will interpose no objec- 
tion to this bill. ‘These men have been three or 
four months in the service without receiving any 
pay, through no fault of theirs. They only de- 
sire to be paid for the time which they were actu- 
ally in the service. 

There being no objection to the bill, it was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House. 

Mr. ALDRICH. [ask unanimous consent to 
take up House bill No. 275, for the relief of pre- 
emptors on the home reservation of the Winne- 
bagoes in the Blue Earth region, in the State of 
Minnesota, that it may be put upon its passage. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I object, and move 
that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Epwarps reported that 
the Committee of the Whole House had had under 
consideration the Private Calendar, and had di- 
rected him to report back sundry bills, some with 
and some without amendment. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent, the 
Chair will put the motion on agreeing to the report 
of the Committee of the Whole House. 

There being no objection, the question was put 
and the report of the Committee of the Whole 
House was agreed to. 


ERIE AND OSWEGO CANALS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States trans- 
mitting a memorial addressed and presented to 
him on behalf of the State of New York, in favor 
of enlarging the locks on the Erie and Oswego ca- 
nals, with statistical information thereon, stating 
that he had not had leisure to give the subject the 
careful examination which its great importance 
demanded, and asking that consideration for it at 
the hands of Congress. 

The message and accompanying papers wére 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr.SPAULDING. I move that five thousand 
copies of the message and papers be printed. 

The motion was referred, under the rules, tothe 
Committee on Printing. 


NAVAL AFFAIRS. 


Mr. SEDGWICK. I ask the consent of the 
House to have Wednesday of next week devoted 
to the business of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

It was so ordered. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


Mr>-STEVENS. [ask that the consideration 
of the Treasury note bill be made the special or- 
der for Tuesday next, after the morning hour. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. And to continue 
the special order until disposed of? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. ° 

It was so ordered. 
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d ———— aT, Sess eee ascend eee nee me 
4 ERIE AND OSWEGO CANALS—-AGAIN. | A bill (No. 468) to extend the charter of the || and benefit, hasalso been returned from the House 
( : : . : Taahing ilr anv. || of Representative >) » > 
: Mr. WALTON, from the Committee on Print- |) _—- and W anaes py pre aan de | a pr paninie ee ie ame ae Be ie 
ing, asked leave to reporta resolution to print five || and tor other pur poses—to the Committee on the | re Secretary read t re firstame nament, to Strike 
" thousand extra copies of the President’s message |} District of Columbia. | out the third section, in the following words: 
y oa papers in reference to enlarzine the locks of || A joimtresolution (No. 57) tendering the thanks || Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the soldiers and 
a Eri joni Oaueneemes.. = | of Congress to Lieutenant George W. Morris, his || volunteers confined in the penitentiary in the Distriet of 
ot the Eri ss ’ = x s offic ors. and men—to the Com nittee yn Naval Af- |} Columbia under sentences of military courts-martial be 
in Mr. WICKLIFFE. I object, and move that | Peaverre * ’ 0 58S Oe err forthwith discharged from the said penitentiary, and that 
ioe the House do now adjourn. fairs. | imprisonment in said penitentiary under sentences imposed 
¢ . im ™ | ycourts-martial shall sreatte ba re 
oe The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at || payMENT OF VOLUNTEER COMPANY OFFICERS. || °Y SOUS -mArtal shall not hereatter be allowed 
four o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned ull f . , || Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 hope that joint resolu- 
1 Monday next. The bill (H. R. No. 495) providing that the |) tion will also be referred. 1 am satisfied that we 
. officers of volunteers shall be paid on the pay rolls || have legislated too hastily on that matter. 
: of the regiments or companies to which they be- ||| Mr.G@RIMES. The House of Representatives 
O- IN SENATE. long was read twice by its title. |; have struck that section out, 
or Sarurpay, June 14, 1862. Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. That is a Mr. DOOLITTLE. It oug)t to be referred to 
t Prayer by Rev. Sreruen Tuvurston, D. D., of House bill, and is very plain and easily under- || some committee. There should be some mode 
> Maine. stood. Itcontains only one simple section of three || provided for imprisoning men who are guilty of 
; The Journal of yesterday was read. or four lines. It is so just that I hope it will be || crimes in the Army; otherwise the sentence would 
i, Mr. HALE. I wish to call attention to the || PUt.on its passage now, without being referred. || be to shoot them all. Some of these men would 
7 Journal; it strikes me as being exceedingly defi- There being no objection, the bill was consid- || have been shot if they had not been imprisoned, 
on cient, and on consultation with my friend from || ered as in Committee of the Whole, It directs || and we must provide in some mode for a court- 
at Vermont, [Mr. Foor,] I find that that is his that company officers of volunteers shali be paid || martial imposing a lighter punishment than shoot- 
a opinion also. The Journal says: on the muster and pay rolls of their company, || ing the men, 
b ‘ / «The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of party, or detachment, and not otherwise, except | Mr.GRIM ES. Tam glad the Senator has come 
; / the Whole, the bill (H. R. No. 423) last mentioned, and the |} When such officer may be on detailed service with- || to that conclusion. I tried to convince the Senate 
” amendments reported by the Committee on Finance having |} out troops, or on leave of absence. ; the other day that we ought to make an exception 
0 en and the bill further amended on the motion The bill was reported to the Senate without |! to the rule. The House of Representatives have 
Ss - We . ALE‘ = i. : . ° 
cS ; } And that jail tl ey pee amendment. ) _ || stricken out that section, and the Committee on 
b a =r - hint oe tah oo hic . ro ve Mr. DOOLITTLE. I should like to inquire the Judiciary of that House, as I understand from 
i. twenty Oe nae Angie Nena which I proposed | of the chairman of the Committe on Military Af- || the newspapers, have reported a bill that is in- 
ny om Me oe eae aa Affairs, fairs how that will operate on a soldier who is sick, || tended to cover the case. Therefore, I move that 
2 1 he the Gc ” 1 qT. h ae Chair is in- erhaps in hospital ? | the Senate concur with the House of Representa- 
= form Ul iy Se ‘i en tary that the Journal is made Mr. GRIMES. It relates only to officers. | tives in this amendment. A bill will come to us, 
uc up In . " gy lewh When amendments are The bill was ordered to a third reading, read the || [ understand, very shortly to cover the cage. 
= pronases & wf th > Whe Lg ee isacting asin |) third time, and passed. | Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. [| under- 
od Committee of the Whole, where the yeas and 1 POT stand the House of Representatives, by a decided 
de- nays are not taken, it is usual only to state that JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 7 te . es: 
ay re : y, OA : : oo ae : 7 | majority, decided in favor of the principle involved 
tu- amendments were made without giving them in The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- || |, this amendment. The Committee for the Dis- 
detail; but where the action is in the Senate, the || ate the amendments of the House of Representa- at wt sa renorte rike i he 
hy: eas : Se || trict of Columbia reported to strike it out, and the 
aid practice is to state every amendment distinctly. tives to the bill (S. No. 89) to amend the act of |) Fyouse voted them down. Afterwards, the vote 
Sait EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. the 3d of ae 13837, ee os An act 8 | was reconsidered, and the section taken out, and 
be The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- mentary to the act entitled " An act to amend the || the Committee on the Judiciary instructed to pre- 
oe to a message the Preaide f tk U ited judicial system of the United States. | pare a bill to carry out this identical object; there- 
ne- ate A Message Hom we Srems ent of the | nitec The first amendment of the House was at the fore, I think all we have to do isto concur-in the 
> of ee, a ee a memorial from the State of |! end of the seventh line of the first section, after || amendment of the House of Representatives, and 
ge. New York in favor of enlarging the locks of the || the word ** Arkansas”? to insert * Kentucky.”’ a bill will come here putting the matter all right. 
ove Erie and Oswego canals so as to admit of the pas- Mr. WRIGHT. [ trust the Senate will con- ||" \r. HALE. I wish sbaenha hall eee 
sage of United States gunboats; which,on motion || sent to let the bill lie on the table for the present. |! ac it will be if it is amended according to the 
. ae re are > " ° . . - ‘ . - , oo ° 
Ve ae eee Wael orderes: tore’ printed, Gatto Il “Phe Benator from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman,] who is || amendment of the House of Representatives. 
ing 6 On. ee. tae very much interested in this subject, is now ab- || The § . 
5 TT. VICR DRE 21) ei acl ce ) “ SB SUNIECK, I ia. The Secretary read, as follows: 
that _ The VICET RESIDENT also laid before the || sent and will be back to-day. I will promise to || py, is resolved | . cabal H 5 acta 
ler Senate acommunication from the Secretary of the : ay wee Comey Sek ere ae ee ee 
der mn. Cees ys 7 " call it up on Monday ° | of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
| di- Treasury, in answer to the Senate’s resolution of Mr. DOOLITTLE. Let it be referred. the warden of the penitentiary of the District of Colambia 
vith the 6th Instant, ealling for eee as to the Mr. WRIGHT. No; I trust it will not be | er so = as = be inde o on hades 
-Y receive ry 5 F . . re e i ac » shoes {« e use e/ ; 
mom y receive d by the marshals of the District ot referred. I move that it lie on the table. sation oa be male cope War sol Mente Seniavtennads 
the e olumbia forthe year ending June 30, 1861; which, Mr. TRUMBULL. I move its reference to the |) shall direet; orders for which shall be, by said Departments, 
port on motion of Mr. HAxe, was ordered to lie on the |} Committee on the Judiciary. I believe it isa Sen- |) given to the warden from time to time upou his request ; 
| table, and be printed. ate bill which has been amended in the House of the shoes to be paid for by said Departments ordering the 
t oN . rE Representatives same at the customary rate for shoes of like quality. 
pu ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. epresentatives. || Sec. 2. And he it further resolved, That all prisoners that 
role The VICE PRESIDENT signed the following Mr. WRIGHT. I prefer to consult the Sen- || are or may hereafter be confined in said penitentiary for a 
‘olle i j stor Si ve ‘ . i , j ) »>subiect: || term of years, who conduct themselves so that no charge 
enrolled bills, which yesterday received the sig- || ter fi vs Ohio, who a absent, a the subje asi. and | for misconduct shall be sustained against them, shall have 
nature of the Speaker of the House of Represent- I shall prefer to let itlie on the table until he comes || 9 geduction of one month in each year made from the term 
atives: here. of their sentence, and shail be entitled to their discharge so 
nes- A bill (S. No. 193) to repeal that part of an act Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido not know what the || much the sooner, upon the certificate of the warden of their 
als- x “ys : F . . ° Riceiad “ee . snide ois ‘ good conduct, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
1 to of Congress that prohibits the circulation of bank object of the Senator from Indiana may be. Does Interior 
: notes of a less denomination than five dollars in || he propose the motion by way of defeating the | — : » oe 
wd the District of Columbia; bill? Is that the object? a ae ne Is that all there is left of 
- . ’ QF eee . ‘ > rT r oe ’ " e110 reso ( 2 
nel A bill (S. No. 279) providing for the selection Mr. WRIGHT. Notat all, sir; I prefer to let | The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis. 
: _ of jurors to serve in the several courts in the Dis- ro bill lie on the table until the Senator from Ohio Mr. DOOLITTLE. {do not object to it 
oe trict of Columbia; is here, ne + F 
oe A bill (H. R. No. 354) for the relief of Lieu- Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it should be re- The amendment was concurred in. 
a tenant Ulysses 8S. Grant; ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. The VICEPRESIDENT. There is a further 
ore A bill (H. R. No. 475) to authorize the Secre- Mr. WRIGHT. Did the bill come from the || amendment from the House of Representatives, 
” tary of the Treasury to change the names of cer- Committee on the Judiciary? ery to add as a new section: . 
d tain vessels; and Mr. TRUMBULL. As Il understand it, itisa And be it further resolved, That the office of clerk to the 
= A joint resolution (H.R. No. 77) to change the bill which passed the Senate some month or two said penteeery ae od abolished. , 
the name of the bark Quebec to General Burnside. ago, and has been passed in the House of Rep- || Mr.GRIMES. 1 move that the Senate non- 
, HOUSE BILLS RE resentatives, and they have substantially amended || concur in that amendment. ; 
et, 2 REVEREND. it; I do not know exactly in what particulars. It || The question was put; and the motion was de- 
The following bills and joint resolution from the |} would be proper, I suppose, to refer it to the || clared to be agreed to. 
* the House of Representatives were severally read |} Committee on the Judiciary. I think it had bet- Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I should like to have 
roted twice by their titles, and referred as indicated be- || ter be referred. | the yeas and nays on that question. I understand 
‘airs. low: — ; Mr. WRIGHT. Well, I shall make no fur- || from the superintendent that that office is of no 
A bill (No. 397) for the relief of J. W. Nye— || ther objection. use. There is no necessity fora clerk in the pen- 
peeing on Claims. -The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- || itentiary, and it seems to me we ought not to re- 
. H »ill (No, 519) to increase the pay of Edmund jection, it will be referred to the Committee on the || @! & useless office. ; 
ation - Brooke, the chief clerk in the Paymaster’s de- Judiciary. The VICE PRESIDENT. In the impression 
il or- partinent—to the Committee on Military Affairs It was go referred of the Chair, the Senator is too late in asking for 
ur. and the Militia. the yeas and nays. The Chair decided the ques- 
tinue A bill (No. 520) for the relief of SenecaG.Sim- || CONVICTS IN THE DISTRICT PENITENTIARY. 


mons—to the Committee on Claims. 
# bill (No. 521) for the relief of William B. 


odd and others—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 








The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- | 
tion of the Senate (No. 86) regulating the em- | 
ployment of the convicts in the penitentiary of | 
the District of Columbia, for their improvement | 








tion; no division was asked, and the yeas and 
nays were not called for untilafter the result was 
announced. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I desire to state to 
the Chair that there were more noes than ayes. 
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The VICEPRESIDENT. Notin the impres- 


siow of the Chair. No division was asked, and 
the amendment is non-concurred in. 

Mr.SUMNER. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the previous amendment of the House 
of Representatives was concurred in, 

Mr. HALE. I do not care about having the 
vole taken now on that motion to reconsider, 
though if the Senate choose to take the vote now, 
lam perfectly willing. The motion was made by 
the Senator from Massachusetts at my request. [| 
did not think it was proper for the Senate to back 


in the penitentiary of the District of Columbia. If 
there has been a vote taken since I have been a 
member of the Senate that passed with great una- 


nimity, and, as I thought, with the indignation of || a 
ns lie . | to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


the Senate, it was the vote adopting the section 
which the House of Representatives have stricken 
out of this joint resolution, and to which striking 
out the Senate have consented, without a word 
being said in opposition to it. I believe my voice 
was the only one raised against it. It is said by 
some one that the House of Representatives have 


instructed their committee to report a bill in lieu | 


of it. I think it will be time enough for the Sen- 
ate to back down from the ground they have as- 
sumed with such unexampled unanimity when 
the other House send us that bill. For my part, 
1 would not give a straw for this joint resolution 
with the amendment striking out the last section. 


If there has been anything done this session on | 


which | think the Senate ought to stand, it is on 
the ground they have taken that the soldiers who 
liave volunteered to fight the battles of the coun- 
try shall not be sent to the penitentiary and con- 
fined there for the trifling offenses of which they 
are convieted, I think it was stated by a member 
of the Senate the other day that one of the crimes 
for which they were held there was trampling on 
the grass; and for that men who have left their 
homes to fight the battles of the country have 
been sentenced by courts-martial, and are now in 
the penitentiary. I know one man that TI saw 
from my own State, who is confined there for an 
act which, in my humble judgment, was merito- 
rious. ‘There was a sick or wounded soldier for 


whom he was performing some act that some- | 
body else thought was menial service and gave | 


him some insulting words. The man knocked 
him down, and it served him right. 
have been fined one dollar before a magistrate in 
our State, but he was sent to the penitentiary for it. 

This matter was so fully discussed, and the Sen- 
ate took such unanimous ground, that I confess 
I do not understand why it is that at this time 
they have unanimously backed down, I trust the 
vote will be reconsidered; and if the House of 
Representatives are going to send us some bill in 
leu of this provision, it will be time enough for 
us to abandon this section when we have got the 
bill they send to us. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that 
the resolution and amendments lie on the table for 
the present. 

Mr. HALE. I am willing. 


The motion was agreed to. 


PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senate bill No. 175, 


to define the pay and emoluments of certain offi- 
cers of the Army, and for other purposes, has 
been returned from the House of Representatives, 
with various amendments. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move to 
refer the bill and amendments to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. The bill is 
a very long one, nearly thirty sections; and the 
House of Representatives have added several sec- 
tions, and modified some others. I move that the 
bill and amendments be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia, and be 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There ison the table 
« bill of the House of Representatives which has 
been the subject of conference. The report of the 
committee of conference will be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the report of 
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| table until he returned. 
|| versy as to agreeing to the report, 
down from every ground they have taken, and | 
ground which, in this case, they had taken so | 
unanimously,in behalf of the soldiers of the Army | 
who are confined by sentences of courts-martial | 








He might | 





| : = | =< Las 
| the committee of conference on the disagreeing | Mr. DOOLITTLE. If itis the pleasure of the 
votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. | 


260) making appropriations for the current and 
contingent expenses of the Indian department, and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 
tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1863. 

Mr. LATHAM. The Senator from Minne- 
sota, [Mr. Wirkinson,] who had that bill espe- 
cially in charge on the part of the Senate, is not 
in his seat. He desired that it might lie on the 
There is some contro- 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no cb- 
jection, that course will be taken. The report will 
lie on the table. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. KING presented two petitions from citizens 
of New York, praying for the passage of a gen- 
eral uniform bankrupt law; which were referred 


Mr. WILSON, of Missouri, presented two 
petitions of citizens of Missouri, praying for the 
establishment of abranch mint atSt. Louis; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citizens 
of lowa, praying for the establishment of a mail 
route from Decatur City, in that State, to Eagle- 


ville, in the State of Missouri; which was referred 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Steu- 
ben county, lowa, praying for the construction of 
a ship canal between Lake Michigan and the Mis- 
sissippi river; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. DIXON presented a petition of seed grow- 
ers and dealers in seeds, praying that the depart- 
ment charged with the distribution of seeds be 
prohibited from using any portion of the appro- 
priation made, or to be made, for the purchase of 
varieties of garden or flower seeds which may 
have been previously distributed by the agricul- 
tural bureau; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

REGISTER OF VESSELS. 

Mr. KING. I report, from the Committee on 
Commerce, a bill from the House of Representa- 
tives, (No. 474,) with an amendment; and I am 
instructed by the committee toask for its passage 
now. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 
474) to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue American registers to certain vessels, was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue American registers to the vessels North Star 
and Dolphin, of the Oswego collection district, in 
the State of New York, being Canadian-built 
vessels but now owned by American citizens. 

The amendmentof the Committee on Commerce 
was to add: 

And also to the Minnie, of Selkirk, of the same collection 
district. z 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
and the amendment was concurred in and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time; 
it was read the third time, and passed. 


CARMICK AND RAMSEY. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to report 
a joint resolution (S. No. 89) in relation to the sub- 
ject of the claim of Carmick and Ramsey. I de- 
sire, unless some gentleman objects to it, that the 
resolution be passed at once. I presume there 
will be no objection. 

The joint resolution was read three times and 
passed. It provides that under the sixth section 
of the act entitled ‘*An act making appropriations 
for the service of the Post Office Department dur- 
ing the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1857,”’ ap- 
proved August 18, 1856, noamount shall beallowed 
or paid exceeding in all the sum of $180,000. 


JOHN T. JONES. 


- 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs to report a bill for 
the relief of John T. Jones, an Ottawa Indian, for 
depredations committed by white persons upon 
his pro ny in Kansas Territory in 1856. 

Mr. bo} EROY. I wish that that bill might 
be put on its passage now. 


E. 


GLOB 


depredations committed upon his property by 
white persons, that being the amount adjudged by 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. There is a report, and if 
the Senate will allow me asingle moment to make 


a 
re 
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Senate, I will ask for its consideration at the pres- 
}ent time. I can state in a single moment to the 
| Senate precisely what it is. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 354) 
| for the relief of John T. Jones, an Ottowa Indian, 


|| fordepredations committed by white persons upon 


| his property in Kansas Territory, was read twice 
| by its title, and considered as in Committee of the 
| Whole. The bill directs that there shall be paid 
to him, under the direction of the Commissioner 


of Indian Affairs, the sum of $6,700, in full for 


the Commissioner to be the value of the property 
destroyed. 


Mr. HALE. 


Is there a report there? 


a statement, I think they will be satisfied to act 
on the billnow. If they are not, I will let it lie 
over. The fact is this: John T. Jones isa chief, 
a leading chief of the Ottowa tribe in Kansas; he 
is a man of fine education, and is exerting an ex- 
cellent influence over the Indians in Kansas. It 
is another fact, that during the troubles of 1856 
he sympathized strongly with the free State cause 
of Kansas. During the invasion of that State, 
when the border ruffians were over there destroy- 
ing property, knowing the fact that he sympa- 
thized with the free State men, they fell upon bis 
property in the night time—I believe on the night 
of the 20th of August, 1856—and burned down 
his house and destroyed it with all its contents. 
At that time Jones was a man supposed to be of 
large wealth, and, as all the witnesses estimate, 
and as it was estimated by the agents in Kansas, 
who were appointed at the time when the sym- 
pathies of the Administration were against all free 
State men, the value of his house and property 
was estimated at $6,700. It was a large house, 
and well furnished—furnished with a view that it 
might be used as a public house. He claimed 
at the same time that he should have something 
for the loss of his business, for the distress of his 
family, and all that. The committee have persist- 
ently refused to allow that, as a thing they could 
not estimate; but they allowed, simply, the loss 
of the property. 

This claim was reported when the Committee 
on Indian Affairs was presided over by Mr. Se- 
bastian, of Arkansas, and it was offered at one 
time to be placed on the general appropriation bill, 
but was objected to as being out of order, and 
thrown out. Mr. Jones at the time, deeming his 
damages much larger than this, was unwilling to 
receive this amount in full compensation; but a 
change has come over the country and a change 
has come over his circumstances; he is now a poor 
man, and manifests a willingness to take the 
amount ofthe actual damage to his property. Both 
the Senators from Kansas were before the com- 
mittee and testified of their own personal knowl- 
edge to the standing and character of this man and 
to the amount of damages. 
a just claim. 

Mr. CLARK. I desire to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, whether 
this claim falls under the intercourse law? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The intercourse Jaw was 
not in all respects complied with by Mr. Jonesat 
the time. The intercourse law requires that the 
persons See the depredations shall be pro-® 
eeeded against, and, if possible, arrested; but as 
the Commissioner, Mr. Denver, who made the re- 
port, states, the circumstances were such, in this 
civil war, as you may say, existing in Kansas at 
the time, that it was impossible, from the nature 
of things, that he could pursue those men and have 
them arrested; therefore the Commissioner recom- 
mended the Department to waive that considera- 
tion or that provision of the intercourse law, and 
recommended it to be paid. The Senators from 
Kansas know more particularly the precise facts 
than I do myself. 

Mr. CLARK. The reason why I make’ the 
inquiry is this: there was a great many claims on 
the part of white people of Kansas for the destruc- 
tion of property during that time, and I wanted to 
know what the distinction was, and whether the 
claim of these Indians come under the intercourse 
law. I wanted to bring out that fact as a reason 
why we might the claim of an Indian when 
we refused the claims of white persons. We have 


I have no doubt it is 
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had claims of white people before the Committee 
on Claims at this very session, and we thought, 
under the circumstances, we could not possibly 
allow such claims, for there was no ground on 
which they could go. I desired to call out the 
fact that this comes under the intercourse law so 
far that it is entirely within it, except that he did 
not make pursuit, because it was useless. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. That is a fact appearing 
from the papers; and besides that, the committee 
in their report have stated this as an exceptional 
case, at the same time protesting that it is not to 
be a precedent for the payment of claims presented 
by our own citizens for spoliations in war. I think 
it ought to pass. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think there will be no ques- 
tion in regard to this claim with any person at all 
acquainted with the circumstance. The reason 
Mr. Jones could not comply with the provisions 
of the intercourse act was that this property was 
destroyed by a military company, or what they 
called a military company; they came into Kan- 
sas from Missouri, and he could not comply with 
the provisions of that statute. 

r. CLARK. I think he was excused. 

Mr. POMEROY. It is clearly within the rule 
that Congress has established, and I hope he may 
be paid. Itis very tardy, very slow justice, but 
itis somewhere near justice, though it is not very 
near. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CLAIM OF GEORGE McDOUGAL. 


Mr. LATHAM. I offer the following resolu- 
tion; and as itis a mere resolution of inquiry, I ask 
for its present consideration. A similar resolution 
was offered a short time since, but it was not in 
due form: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to collect, receive, and examine all the information and 
proof that it may be practicable to obtain relating to the 
amouut of beef actually delivered and furnished to the In- 
dians in the lower part of the State of California, by George 
Mc Dougal, in the year 1852, under a certain contract entered 
into between him and O. M. Wozencraft, who assumed to 
act as agentin behalf of the United States ; and also relating 
to the value thereof at the time of its delivery, and to report 
the same to Congress with all convenient dispatch, with 
his opinion upon the justice and amount of said claim. 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CLARK. I desire to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from California whether that is one of the 
cases that have been before the Court of Claims? 

Mr. LATHAM. No, sir; I do not think this 
claim has. 

Mr. CLARK. I make no objection to it. 

Mr. LATHAM. There is a claim pending be- 
fore the Committee on Indian Affairs, and this is 
merely to get the information in regard to it in 
their possession. at 

Mr. CLARK. Ata former session there were 
some cases that were before the Court of Claims. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia, is I think, mistaken in relatiop to that. 
This claim of McDougal was presented once to the 
Court of Claims by a person claiming to act asthe 
administrator of Lechouce!, but it was rejected 
upon the same ground upon which the claim of 

ensley was rejected. This fact may not have 
come to the attention of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. LATHAM. I was not aware of it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The claim has been pre- 
sented to the Committee on Indian Affairs. ‘The 
Committee on Indian Affairs find the evidence in 
relation to itso uncertain, as to the amount of beef 
delivered, that they were unable to make any re- 
port upon the subject as to the amount. The Sen- 
ator from California, carrying out the purpose of 
the committee, (for they had introduced a resolu- 
tion bearing on the same point,) asks the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to look into that question, to 
see what the amount is, not for the purpose of 
paying it, butto report the facts to Congress. That 
1s the purpose of the resolution, and it has the 
sanction of the Committee on Indian Affairs. I 
hope it will be agreed to. 

he resolution was adopted. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 355) 








for increasing the revenue by reservation and sale | 
of town sites on public lands; which was read | 
twice by its title. || 
Mr. HARLAN. I move thatthe bill be referred || 
to the Committee on Public Lands. > \| 
Mr. LATHAM. Ishould like to have included |! 
also, a motion that it be printed. It isa bill ofa 
good deal of importance. 
Mr. HARLAN. I have no objection to that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


SERVICE OF PROCESS. 


Mr. FOOT. If the ordinary morning busi- 
ness is through, | desire to ask for the considera- 
tion of the bill (S. No. 291) providing for the is- 
suing of process to, and the service of the same 
by, indifferent persons; a bill of some local con- 
venience, and to which there can be no possible 
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objection, introduced some time ago by my col- 
league, and reported back nslonaeely by the 
Committee on the Judiciary. It will occupy no 
time longer than is necessary for its reading. 

There being no objection, the Senate, asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 
Itenacts that whenever it shall appear to any judge 
or commissioner by whom any process may be 
issued pursuant to the laws and treaties of the 
United States relating to the extradition of certain 
offenders, that such process may fail of service for 
want of a proper officer seasonably to be had to 
serve the same, such process may be directed to 
and served by any indifferent person, such indif- 
ferent person being named therein. For the ser- 
vice of such process by an indifferent person the 
same fees and compensation shall be allowed as 
to any proper officer in the like case, and the re- 
turn on such process shall be verified by the oath 
of such indifferent person, when served by him,a 
certificate of which oath shall be Sadaitel on the 
process by the authority administering the same. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


RECOMMITMENT OF A BILL. 


On motion of Mr. LANE, of Kansas, the bill 
(S. No. 314) for the relief of the Wyandotte In- 
dians, agreeably to certain treaty stipulations, was 


taken up and recommitted to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


SUPERVISION OF POTOMAC WATER-WORKS. 


Mr. CLARK. I move to take up the bill for 
the relief of J. F. Simmons. It will take but a 
moment. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. There is | 
but a moment leftof the morning hour, and there | 
is a joint resolution that [ have been trying for a | 
week to get through, of public importance, and 
of the greatest necessity. 

Mr. CLARK. If the Senator says there is a | 
public necessity for it, I will give way. I will 
not ask to take up a private bill to interfere with it. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move to 
take up House joint resolution No. 72. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolation (H. R. No. 72) transferring 
supervision of Potomac water-works to the De- 
partment of the Interior. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I desire to | 
put this joint resolution on its passage. I will | 
simply say that the late superintendent, General 
Meigs, is very anxious himself to have the change 
made. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment. ~ 

Mr. GRIMES. This resolution has not been 
read, and | should like to hear what there is in it 
before it is passed. 

The Secretary read the joint resolution. It trans- 
fers the supervision of the Potomac water-works 
from the War Department to the Department of 
the Interior. And all unexpended money which | 
has been heretofore appropriated, and all money 
which may be hereafter appropriated, for the com- 
pletion of those water-works, is to be expended 
under the direction and supervision of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. 
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he joint resolution was ordered to a third read- || 


ing, read the third time, and passed. 
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JAMES F. SIMMONS. 


On motion of Mr. CLARK the bill (S. No. 353) 
for the relief of J. F. Simmons, was read the second 
time, and considered asin Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct the payment to James F. Sim- 
mons of $8,705 26, for the wrongful seizure of the 


| schooner Charity, with a cargo, belonging to him, 


by an officer of the United States Navy. 

Mr. HALE. Let the report be read. 

Mr. CLARK. I can state the case in a few 
moments, and it will take less time to state it than 
to read the report. 

Mr. HALE. Very well. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. Simmons was the owner 
of the schooner Charity and the cargo on board 
of her; and he applied to the Treasury Depart- 
ment for a permit to go to Newbern or the coast 
of North Carolina for trade, and while the permit 
was preparing the Department concluded to open 
the port and to appoint a collector to go to that 
yort. He took on board the vessel a deputy col- 
[estes to go to the port to open it; but when he 
arrived at Hatteras inlet, the vessel was seized b 
the officer of the Stars and Stripes. The Presi- 
dent has sentin a letter in which he says the ves- 
sel should have been discharged; the Secretary ot 
the Treasury says the seizure was wrongful, and 
the vessel should have been discharged; the Sec- 
retary of the Navy says the seizure was ne J 
ful, and the vessel should have been discharged; 
and the Attorney General concurs in that opinion. 
The vessel was found, by a very accurate state- 
ment, to be worth some eighteen thousand dol- 
lars, with her cargo. Mr. Simmons has received 
$10,000 from the insurance, with which he credits 
the Government, and claims the balance. There 
seems to be no doubt about the justice of the 
claim. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. What became of the 
cargo? 

Mr. CLARK. Perhaps I ought to state that 
the vessel, after being taken possession of, was 
sent to New York and wrecked and entirely lost, 
vessel, cargo, and all. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished 
business of yesterday is the bill (H. R. No. 423) 
making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending 30th of June, 1863. That bill is now 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 
The pending amendment is one offered by the Sen- 
ator from lowa, [Mr. Grimes, ] from the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs to insert as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That hereafter minors not under 
the age of eighteen years may be enlisted in the naval ser 
vice without the conseut of their parents or guardians; and 
the oath of enlistment taken by the recruit shall be conclu- 
sive as to his age. 

Mr. HALE. 
stricken out. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. TrumButv] moved to strike out the 
words ** and the oath of enlistment taken by the 
recruit shall be conclusive as to his age.’’ 

Theamendmenttothe amendment wasagreed to; 
and the amendment, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. GRIMES. | offer as an amendment two 
additional sections: 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby, authorized to annually 
appoint ten acting midshipmen for education at the Naval 
Academy, who shall be selected from the sons of officers 
or soldiers who distinguish themselves in the service of the 
United States, and from the sons of officers or men in the 
naval or marine service of the United States who have thus 
distinguished themselves. 

And be it further enacted, That the District of Columbia 
shall be regarded for all the purposes of appointment to the 
Naval Academy as a congressional district, the appointment 
thereto to be designated by the President of the United 
States from residents of the District. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I think that is not exactly 
right. I suggest to the chairman that that would 
make it one congressional district; for, as I un- 
derstood, the population of the District would be 
such.as to entitle it to two midshipmen. 

Mr.GRIMES. Each congressional district has 
two. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Whatis the population 
of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. GRIMES. The population of the District 


I thought that last clause was 
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is about seventy thousand. It is not equal to that | 
of a congressional district. } 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I misunderstood the | 
matter. 

Mr. GRIMES. Bat we give the District, hav- 
ing no representation in Congress, the same repre- 
sentation in the Naval Academy that it would 
have if it had one hundred or one hundred and 
twe nty thousand people. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I offer the following as an 


amendment: 


“Ind be it further enacted, Thatthe pay of the secretaries | 
of the cowwmanders of squadrons shall hereafter be $1,500 


a year, 
Mr. SUMNER. 
Mr. GRIMES. One thousand dollars. 

Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand that is in 
addition to their other pay. 

Mr. HALE. They have no other pay. 

Mr. SUMNER. I did not sodenaaall ih. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will explain to the Senate the 


What is it now? 


and one ration. 





reason why the amendmenthas been offered. The | 


present pay of the secretary of a commander is 
$1,000 a year, and itis wholly inadequate to the 
proper support of an efficient and good officer to 
perform the duties of that position. Very few per- 
sous, | apprehend, have any idea of the dation that 
are devolved upon each of the secretaries of the 
commanders of our squadrons. | hold in my hand 
and | will read to the Senate an extract from a let- 


ter from one of the commanders of our squadrons | 


on this subject. He says: 


* | have six divisions in my squadron besides my head- 


quarters at this place, and four of these are each larger than 
an old-time squadron. Nor is this all, for | answer all com- 
munications from the senior officers of these divisions, con- 
dense their reports for the more easy appreciation of the 
Department, sending also their own reports and those of 
their subordinates. I commend, encourage, and notice 
shortcomings, allof which has a good effect, though I never 


had a commodore to answer my letters when I commanded | 


a single ship, with rare exceptions. 
* Now you must remember, too, I have only the old ma- 


ehinery tor all this and other work, a secretary and acterk. | 
it is true no commodore or admiral, from Nelson dowa, | 
ever had such a secretary, but he works from sixteen to | 


eighteen hours a day, and neither of us ever turn in until 

one, a.m. The difference being however, that I am paid for 

my work, while he gets but a trifle more than the messen- 
rat the other ead of your building.”’ 


Alluding to the Navy Department: 


* Every clerk in the Navy Department receives more sal- 
ary, and is there from nine until four, p. m. *s labor 





for the officers who take prizes is fabulous ; for not one of | 
them can learn to prepare a case for the courts, though I | 


have instructed them over and over again; they are much 
better at taking the prizes than at presenting them for ad- 
judication; yet the secretary is not included in the prize 
act.’’ 


This does not include him in the prize act; it 


simply raises his compensation from $1,000 up to 
$1,500 a year, and gives him one ration. 

Mr.SUMNER. Whatother clerical force has 
the commander ? 

Mr. GRIMES. None. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I offer for adoption the fol- 


lowing as an amendment: 


“Ind be it further enacted, That each assistant paymaster 
attached to any vessel of war shall be authorized to appoint 
a clerk in lieu of the steward heretofore allowed, subject 
to the approval of the commanding officer of such vessel ; 
and such clerk shall have the privileges of a paymaster’s 
clerk, and his yearly compensation shall be $400, and one 
ration per day. 


3y the act of Congress approved 16th of Au- 
gust, 1846, each purser attached to a sloop-of-war, 
or other vessel smaller than a frigate, is author- 
ized to appointa clerk in lieu of the steward here- 
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tofore employed, subject to the approval of the 
commanding officer of the vessel. Hoderthatlon 
any purser, now called a paymaster, is author- 
ized to have a clerk, and the clerk’s compensation 
is $400 a year. Since then we have authorized 
the appointment of assistant paymasters. The 
Department, by a general order, approved on the 
5th of August, 1861, authorized these assistant 
peymasters to have a steward, and they made a 
regulation that paymaster’s stewards, where the 
ship’s complement is below one hundred, shall 
receive thirty dollars a month; and where it is 


dollars per month. But these stewards are to be 
selected from the crew. Now, it is not always that 
the assistant pay master isable to secure the proper 


| 
above one hundred, they shall receive thirty-three | 
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crew. 

This amendment merely places the assistant 
paymaster upon the same basis in regard to aclerk 
that the paymaster is now, and that all paymas- 
ters were in before the passage of the act of last 
July creating the office of assistant paymaster. It 
authorizes him, when he goes on board, to take a 


clerk, a confidential man, a man on whom he can | 


rely, and fixes the compensation at the rate named 
in the act of 1846, which is only forty dollars a 
year more than is now given to one of these stew- 
ards. The only difference therefore is that it en- 
tails an expenge of forty dollars a year for each 
one of these persons; but it enables the assistant 
paymaster, who acts in a fiduciary capacity for 
the Government, to select a man in whom he has 


confidence and who is capable of properly dis- | 


charging the duties, whereas under the present 
system he is obliged to take his man from the crew 
and cannot always get a proper man. 


Mr. SUMNER. Is it supposed now that he 


will take his man from the crew or from outside | 
| of the crew? 


Mr. GRIMES. Outside of the crew. 

Mr. SUMNER. Is the pay enough to secure 
the services of a competent man who is not al- 
ready on board the vessel in another capacity? 

Mr. GRIMES. It is not very large pay; but 
itis such as the law allows to the clerk of the 
paymaster. As the law stands now, if an assis- 
tant paymaster is on a small vessel, the Dakota 
for instance, he has a steward; he gets sick oris 
transferred to another ship and a paymaster comes 
in; he is entitled toaclerk. Then again, suppose 
on another ship there is a paymaster entitled to a 
clerk: the moment that paymaster is transferred 
to another ship his clerk also is discharged, no 
matter where he may be transferred, whether it 
is at New Orleans, or at Port Royal, or in the 
New York harbor; and then the assistant pay- 
master, who comes in there as a new man, cannot 
take the clerk and keep him, but is obliged to 
pick out somebody from the crew, and use him for 
the service. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I offer this amendment to come 
in at the end of the first section: 

For repairs, painting, and raising the roof of the Navy 
Department building, finishing and furnishing the same, 
$20,000. 

I will state that this amendment is offered upon 
the recommendation of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs and of the Secretary of the Navy. The 
Navy Department has at this time in its use, four- 
teen rooms in Winder’s building. That building 
was purchased by the Government for the use of 
the War Department, and the Navy Department 
has been notified by the War Department to re- 
move from it. It will be impossible, I am told, 
to procure suitable rooms in that vicinity; and, 
certainly, it cannot be done without paying at 
least half the amount that is proposed to be ap- 
propriated for raising the roof up and putting an- 
other half story on the Department, which, it is 
estimated, will cost $15,000, and which, it is be- 
lieved, will furnish sufficient room for the Navy 
Department for several years. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the first section: 

For the pay of mileage of visitors to the Naval Academy, 
$1,000. 

For a great many years there has been a regu- 
lation in the Navy Department that * the Secre- 
tary of the Navy will, when expedient, annually 
invite not less than seven persons, such as he may 
judge well qualified, to attend the academy during 
the June examination as a board of visitors for 
the purpose of witnessing the examinations of the 
several classes and of examining into the state of 
the police, discipline, and general management of 
the institution, the results of which examination 
they will report to the Secretary of the Navy;” 
but no provision by appropriation has ever been 
made for the payment of the mileage of these visi- 
tors, as is done in the case of the Blilitary Acad- 
emy at West Point. The amountannually appro- 
priated by the Government for paying mileage 
to the visitors of West Point, is $2,000. This 
amendment proposes to appropriate $1,000 for the 
payment of the visitors to the Naval Academy, 





man for the discharge of these duties from the 1 because it is supposed that a majority of these 


| visitors will be members of the naval profession, 
but it is believed that it will be to the advantage 
of the academy that scientific and able men from 
civil life and from the merchant marine should be 
selected to act with these naval officers, thus com- 
posing a mixed board, which will havea tendency 
first to popularize the institution, bring its merits 
ordemerits whatever they may be before the coun- 
try, and next to elevate the standard of education 
at the institution, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I offer the following amend- 
ment as an additional section: 
ind be it further enacted, That chaplains in the Navy 


shall be not less than twenty-one nor more than thirty 
years of age, at the time of their appointment as such. 


The reason of that is that we have had chap- 
lains appointed who were so old that they were 
retired under the retired bill before they had ever 
seenaday of sea service. I believe we have chap- 
lains now in the Navy who had reached that ad- 
vanced period of life at the time of their appoint- 
ment, that they were incompetent to perform sea 
duty; and this is to limit the age so that we shall 
have some service out of them. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I offer the following amend- 
ment as an additional section: 

ind be it further enacted, That the orders, regulations, 
and instructions heretofore issued by the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and they are hereby, recognized as the regulations 
of the Navy Department, subject, however, to such altera- 
tions as the Secretary of the Navy may adopt, with the ap- 
probation of the President of the United States. 


Mr. HALE. [ wish the Senator would state 
the necessity for that. I supposed that wasall so 
now without any law. 

Mr.GRIMES. I was of the same opinion with 
the Senator from New Hampshire; I supposed it 
was so; but my attention has been called to an 
opinion of the Attorney General of the United 
States, Mr. Cushing, given on the 5th of April, 
1853, on this subject. The Navy Department at 
that time undertook to establish a code of articles 
similar to the Army regulations, and appointed a 
commission who compiled a code. The com- 
mission and its labors were brought to the atten- 
tion of the Attorney General, and he decided that 
they had no right to make any such code, the re- 
sult of which is iuat nobody at this time has any 
very accurate information as to what the regula- 
tions and rules of the Navy are. The foundation 
for the rules and regulations is the act of the 4th 
of April, 1800. I have the opinion of the Attorney 
General before me, in which he says that the au- 
thority of the President of the United States and 
of the War Department conjointly to establish 
the rules and regulations for the Givecgient ot 
the Army is based upon a law, a copy of which 
I have transcribed, and propose to be adopted into 
this bill. The opinion to which I refer was given 
upon a code of regulations to which the commis- 
sion, to whom I have referred, termed their com- 

ilation of systems and regulations; I will read 

rom the opinion: 

“'These conclusions in regard to the present ‘ system’ are 
confirmed by the practice of the Government in the analo- 
gous case of regulations for the direction of the Army. For 
that branch of the public service there is permanent provis- 
ion, by an act of Congress passed the 24th of April, 1816, 
which sanctions the regulations in force at the time under 
the previous act of 3d arch, 1813, subject to such altera- 
tion as the Secretary of War may adopt, with the approba- 
tion of the President. Under this authority it is that the 
subsisting * regulations for the Army’ have legal effect.” 


And itis a transcript of that act of 1816 to which 
Mr. Cushing refers, in his opinion, as being the 
basis upon which the War Department has acted, 
that I have proposed as an amendment here so as 
to authorize the Navy Department to establish 
regulations that will have the same validity as reg- 
ulations that the war regulations now have in the 
Army. 

Mr. HALE. [have no objection to it; but I 
would suggest to my friend from Lowa, and to 
everybody else who undertakes to offer amend- 
ments to the bill, that if they undertake to offer 
amendments, and fix our laws to meet the opin- 
ions of the Attorney General, they have entered 
upon a job that will be endless and perplexing 
beyond measure. 


he amendment was agreed to 
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